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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


ON RULES OF PRUDENCE IN POL 
EMIC THEOLOGY, 


The following rules are translated for the 


Panoplist, by an obliging  corres- 
pondent, from Stapfer’s Theolovia 


Elenchtica. n the original, the com- 
position is divided into sections, the 
numbers of which we have thought it 
unnecessary to print. This extract is 
taken from chapter 2, sect. 141 to 265. 
It is probable that the whole work may 
be translated, and printed in a volume, 
should the public call for it. Stapfer is 
said to have been much read and ad- 
mired by the great President Edwards; 
which will doubtless be considered as no 
ordinary recommendation. Ep. 


Tue necessity of prudential 
rules, in Polemic Theology, has 
already been demonstrated 
That, which relates to the 
glory of God, to the eternal sal- 
vation of man, to the defence of 
essential truth, and to the refuta- 
tion of essential error, cannot be 
treated with too much caution. 
The appropriate ends of Pole- 
mic Theology, are the demon- 
Stration of truth, and the rcfuta- 
tion of error. In this science, 
therefore, every thing should be 
So arranged, as that nothing may 
be omitted which may conduce 
to the attainment of its end; and, 
on the contrary, every thing 


should be avoided, which may 

impede the attainment of its 

end: hence true frudence con- 
Vou. X. 


sists in using the best means in 
the best manner 

These prudential rules r+ late 
either to the disfutant, or to the 
mode of disputation. 

A wise man will surely pro- 
pose to himself the best end; 
which, in Polemic Theology, 
whether divine truth is to be 
demonstrated, or error refuted, 
or an errorist convinced, is no 
other than alove of truth; for 
all these aim at truth, that the 
purity of the divine word, which 
is truth itself, may be preserved 
and vindicated. 

Therefore the First rule of 
prudence Is this: 


Leta frerson, whois disposed 
to undertake a coniroversy, scrue 
tinize himself; let him examine 
the end and uesign of kis under- 
taking, whether wt be a sinerre 
love of truth, or whether it be 
ambition, or acensorious spirit, 
or some other sinful passion. 


For ifa sincere love of truth 
possessed the minds of all who 
nold the sacred office, most con- 
troversies would immediately 
terminate of their own accord, 
and that peace, so ardently de- 
sired, would be restored to the 
Church. But if erudition is pre- 
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ferred to piety, and religion be- 
comes an art, the natural and 
only effects are discord and de- 
bate. 

But no one can convince 
another of the truth, who, being 
tinctured with false notions, has 
no certainty of the truth him- 
self. 

For he, who demonstrates any 
principle, becomes convinced of 
its truth by his own demonstra- 
tion; but if he doubts that prin- 
ciple, it must be that the de- 
monstration was not sufficiently 
evident to himself: he cannot, 
therefore, by that demonstration, 
hope or expect to convince a- 
nother of the truth of principle. 

Wherefore the seconp rule 
of prudence is this: 


Let no one commence a con- 
troversy ona principle in religion, 
unless, having laid aside all his 
fireconceived opfiinions, he has ac- 
guired acertainty of the truth, 
founded on demonstration.* 


It is the special duty of a wise 
man to employ no means, which 
do not conduce to the end prepos- 
ed: hence he, who undertakes a 
controversy, ought for his own 
sake to beware of every thing, 
in his understanding, or in his 
heart, which may obstruct the 
attainment of the end. 

The human mind, on account 
of its extreme imbecility and de- 
pravation, is so deeply imbued 
with false notions and prejudi- 
ces, and is so distracted by them, 
that it ofien mistakes the truth 
and detends error. 

For preconceived notions, 


* On this and the two succeeding rules, 
the very Rev. and celebrated Praffius 
should be read. In. Primitiis, Tubing. 
Dissert. De Prajud. Theol. p. 17. seg. 


On Rules of Prudence tn Polemic Theology. 


Marcu, 


arising from heedlessness, or 
from perverse education, or from 
rash judgment, or from authori- 
ty, have such control over many 
persons, that even those, who 
esteem themselves learned, fre- 
quently assent to the truth for 
No other reason, than because 
human authority has given it 
influence over their minds. 

Indeed any one, who does not 
derive the truth from the very 
fountain of truth, and does. not 
studiously labor to arrive at cer- 
tainty, is guided only by preju- 
dices of authority; and then he 
esteems any proposition true, 
either beeause he has heard it 
from some man in high repute, 
or because it is extant In the 
writings of some celebrated 
character, or because it is found 
in mystical books, 

Superstition on/y can arise 
from blind assent. He, who is 
thus hurried forward by blind as- 
sent, never disceyns the connex- 
ion and harmony of truth, how- 
ever it may flow from his own 
principles; nor is able to demon- 
sirate it to the conviction of 
another. Nor can he know the 
importance of defending a truth, 
unless he has an intimate and 
correct apprehension of its con- 
nexion with fundamental princi- 
ples: whence a’lse many unim- 
portant disputes, which ultimate- 
ly terminate in a mere strife of 
words. 

As the preservation of pure 
truth is the ultimate end of Pol- 
emic Theology, every thing 
which is hostile to truth should 
be laid aside. 

Whence arises this THIRD 
rule: 


Since the depraved affections 
of the heart, especially ambition, 
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a spirit of frersecution, and at- 
tachment to sects, are very hos- 
tile to the truth, we should, there- 
fore, entirely divest ourselves of 
them before we enter ufion a re- 
ligious controversy, 


On the part of the will, it must 
surely be granted, that such de- 
praved affections, as ambition, a 
spirit of persecution, and par- 
tiality for sects, are extremely 
injurious to the truth. 

For he, who is inflated with 
ambition, seeks not truth, but 
applause: hence those unhappy 
religious contests, (these are 
the words of the celebrated 
Prafhus,) in which no one will 
yield to another, lest he should 
appear to have been in an error; 
hence so many logomachies, or 
disputes about words; hence the 
seeds of new disputes; hence a 
fondness for contradiction, and 
pertinacity in the defence of er- 
ror; hence, also, truth is lightly 
esteemed, while celebrity alone 
is sought. 

Thus some, alienated from the 
love of truth, are influenced only 
by a fondness for disputation, 
which flows from a spirit of per- 
secution. He who is imbued 
with this spirit, cannot tolerate 
those who dissent from him, but 
regards their every word with 
suspicion; and, by exaggerating 
their errors, infers heresy from 
any thing, although the system 
of truth is not affected: Hence 
new disputes originate. How 
much the progress of truth is 
thus obstructed, scarcely admits 
of computation. In this way, 
the mind is exasperated rather 
than convinced. 

Most men are so attached to 
that religion in which they were 
educated, that they defend opin- 
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ions, derived from that source, 
without ever examining their 
truth for themselves. Thus 
they confide more in human, 
than in divine, authority; whence 
arises such a blind zeal and 
fondness for sects, that we con- 
demn those who do not entertain 
the same sentiments on contro- 
verted subjects with ourselves. 

We ought to conduct our in- 
quiries after truth, as if we had 
not yet discovered it; and to 
manage our controversies, as if 
we were inclined to no sect. 

These are special rules, or 
cautions, which respect the per- 
son who undertakes a contro- 
versy; but even in the controver- 
sy itself, or in the mode of con- 
ducting it, rules of prudence are 
no less necessary, lest there 
should be an aberration from the 
end proposed. 

Two things are sought in a 
controversy; a demonstration of 
truth, and a retutation of error, 
“Hence both the demonstration 
and the refutation should be so 
arranged as to effect the convic- 
tion of the errorist, and the prese 
ervation of truth, which is the 
scope of Polemic Theology. 

For this purpose itis especi- 
ally requisite, that the premises 
should be infallible; whence 
arises this FeURTH rule: 


Since, in Polemic Theology, 
truth should be so demonstrated, 
that the results may be certain; 
therefore we should neither con- 


fide in our own, nor in another’s 


authority, because it is a fallible 
firemise, or princifile. 


For a demonstration ought to 
rest on premises which are cer- 
tain; and such premises must be 
derived from reason,or from Revs 
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elation; or there must be on earth 
some mab who is infailibleswhose 
judgment, incapable of error, 
can decide even without demon- 
stration on any article of faith. 

But experience, independent 
of the testimony of Sacred Scrip- 
ture, affords sufficient proof, that 
such a man, who is truth itself, 
and incapable of deceiving or be- 
ing deceived, never existed; 
Hence in reiigion no confidence 
should be piaced in human au- 
thority, whether our own or a- 
nother’s, except it be supported 
by demonstration: But we should 
recur to the sin:ple principles 
of reason or revelation, where we 
may find solid bases on which 
we may securely 1est our feet. 
For both reason «and revelation 
acknowledge God as their au. 
thor. 

From this maxim, that truth 
must be demonstrated, it is par- 
ticularly necessary to observe 
this FIFTH rule: 


If truth is to be demonstrated 
to the conviction of another, that 
method shouid be observed in com- 
municating it, which will surely 
frroduce conviction, unless the 
ofifonent labors to be blind. 


For, to convince another by a 
demonstration of truth, there 
must be some metliod observed 
in the demonstration. ~The 
method should be this: let indu- 
bitable’ principles be premised, 
and from these, by just connex- 
jon and correct ratiocination, let 
others be deduced; those princi- 
ples. therefore, should always 
be premised, from which the 
subsequent can be. understood 
and demonstrated. 

This method should be em- 
ployed in treatises on doctrines 


of faith, lest, by an unnatural and 
restricted method, the truth be 
founded on such premises as 
the opponent still doubts, which 
will greatly obstruct conviction. 

The doctrines of faith should 
therefore be taught in such con- 
nexion, that one may always rest 
upon another, and the latter al- 
ways derive light from the for- 
mer. 

For if those principles which 
are especially fundamental in 
religion, are assumed as granted, 
and others are founded upon 
them; all conclusions drawn 
from such principles cannot but 
be doubtful to an opposer of 
truth: but when the foundation 
of the whole edifice is correctly 
laid, the superstructure will be 
immoveable. 

Ail the doctrines of faith will 
ivevitably be uncertain to him, 
who errs respecting the founda- 
tion of the Christion religion; 
unless the truth both of naturad 
and revealed religion, and the 
peculiar foundation of the relig- 
ion of a sinner, which is perfect 
salvation by Christ alune, are 
first demonstrated. These fun- 
damental articles being estab- 
lished, all the other doctrines of 
faith may be founded on them. 

Hence these primary princi- 
ples, on which the certainty of all 
the other doctrines depends, 
should ever be treated cursori- 
ly, unless all the conclusiens 
derived from them oughe to be 
rendered doubtful. 

In a demonstration which has 
for its end the conviction of 
another, there must be the evis 
dence of demonstration. 

Hence arises this stxtru rule: 


In Polenic Theology all ob- 
scurity should be avoided that 
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by the evidence of demonstration, 
the efifionent may be rendered 
certain of the frrofiosition in de- 
bate. 


For the reason why the op- 
ponent should assent to the truth, 
is, because he perceives the 
connexion and force of the de- 
monstration; but while he does 
not comprehend the demonstra- 
tion,he cannot be drawn to assent; 
or if he should assent, unless 
there is perspicuity in the rea- 
soning, his assent will be dlind 
assent. 


Wherefore all obscurity in 


_ the reasoning should be avoided, 


and simplicity carefully studied, 
that nothing may remain doubt- 
ful. 

Hence, in the first place, all 
indefinite phraseology should be 
excluded, and the most simple 
diction employed: for obscure 
terms rather deceive than per- 
suade, and are adapted only to 
disseminate disputes and logo- 
machies, whereby the truth is 
greatiy injured; especially since 
under these very terms much 
meaning is frequently concealed. 

In the second place, in the 
communication of truth, the ar- 
gumentation should be so ar- 
ranged, that the opponent may 
perceive the connexion between 
the predicate and the subject in 
debate; for on this depends the 
evidence of a demonstration, and 
wherever this is wanting there 
can be no certainty with respect 
to the subject which was to have 
been proved, 

These are special rules, which 
must be observed in the demon- 
stration of truth, if we would at- 
tain the end proposed: in the 
same manner, in the refutation 
of error, all those means which 
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conduce to the end must be em- 
ployed, and ail those which may 
obstruct it must be avoided. 

But above all, unless we de- 
sign to wander from the point in 
debate, the state of the contro- 
versy, or the errors to be refut- 
ed, should be well understood, 
in the manner we have already 
expressed. 

Whence this sevenTH rule: 


To refute the errors of any 
sect, the whole system of that sect 
must be well understood inits con- 
nexion, that the state of the con- 
troversy may 6e correctly defined. 


Every sect has prejudices* and 
hypotheses peculiar to itself, to 
which it is extremely attached; 
but among these hypotheses, 
there are certain primary prej- 
udices which are fundamental 
to their other sentiments. 

Now the whole of any system 
of error should be examined in 
connexion, that we may know 
how one error is allied to anoth- 
er, and how every particular er- 
ror contributes a share to es- 
tablish a general hypothesis. 

For in this way only will the 
system of the errorist be well un- 
derstood; and its foundation be- 
ing undermined, the whole edi- 
fice will inevitably fall. 

Therefore they are inconsid- 
erate, who manage controver- 
sies by explaining and refuting 
individual errors, separately con- 
sidered, having no regard to the 
whole system and to the mutual 
relation of one error to another; 
because the import and scope 
of most errors can be understood 
only in connexion one with 
another. 


* Pre-judgments, or preconceived opine 
ions. 
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As errors are to be refuted, 
and errorists convinced of the 
truth, the entire system of truth 
should- be very well known; 
whence arises, this EIGHTH rule: 


No one can refute the errors 
eof another, and demonstrate to 
him the truth, unless he has a 
knowledge of every thing which 
tends to establish the truth, and 
thus understands the whole sys- 
tem of truth, 


For as it is highly important 
that the real sentiments of the 
opponents should be known by 
us, SO it is equally important, be- 
fore we attempt a- refutation, 
that we should understand the 
system of truth in its various re- 
Jations and Connexions, in the 


manner we have already repre- 


sented. 

And first: The divine oracles, 
the fountain of all saving truth, 
must be studied with diligence 
and meditation, that instruction 
and wisdom being derived from 
them, all cavillings, all false phi- 
losophy, all objections, and all 
sophisms of the rebellious heart, 
may be easily detected and un- 
folded. 

We must acquire so correct 
and extensive a knowledge of 
truths in the sacred oracles, that 
we may perceive the consisten- 
cy and connexion of all essential 
truths; how each flows from its 
primary principles, and how 
each accords with the genetal 
system. 

And secondly: Since’ even 
those principles are to be refu- 
ted in Polemic Theology, which, 
being avowedly repugnant to 
revealed principles of religion, 
cap be repelled only by the 
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principles of Philosophy:--there- 
fore a knowledge of this science 
is highly useful in Polemic 
Theology. 

For true philosophy greatly 
assists the human mind in its 
researches after truth, teaches 
it to form clear and definite 
ideas, and habituates it to decide 
with caution. This science ase 
sists the mind to apprehend 
the truth with correctness, and 
to detect and demolish error 
with facility. These general 
advantages and qualifications, 
should be sought by the theolo- 
gian in proportion to his obliga- 
tion to secure himself trom er- 
ror, and to labor for the acquisi- 
tion of indubitable certainty. 

Further, Philosophy teaches 
some truths which revealed The- 
ology presupposes to have been 
demonstrated: such are the ex- 
istence of God; his attributes; 
especially his justice, which is 
the foundation of ail religion; 
his providence and _ universal 
government; the nature and 
spontaneity of the soul, subject- 
cd however to divine guidance; 
the immortality of the soul, and 
others. 

The more intensely the theo- 
logian applies to acquire certain 
and indubitable knowledge in 
this science, the greater will be 
his ability and skill in refuting 
errors derived from this source. 

It would even conduce, not a 
little, to a clear knowledge of 
essential truth, if the systems of 
eminent theologians, as well as 
the mystical books, should be 
examined with attention. 

Polemic Theology is not to 
be solicitous concerning every 
error; hence we form this NINTH 
rule: 
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In the selection of errors, there 
ts need of consummate firudence, 
lest we refute those whith are 
unimportant; or, falling into the 
other extreme, sfiare those which 
are directly hostile to essential 
truth; or, lest we esteem those 
prrincifiles erroneous, which are 
a part of the truth itself. 


For errors are of different 
kinds: some lie, as it were, en- 
tombed with the ashes of their 
authors, and are forgotten; some 
are more and some less impor- 
tant, while many principles ap- 
pear erroneous which are really 
true. 

Hence a selection of errors 
should be made, as well for the 
sake of the authors, as for the 
sake of the sentiments. Nor 
should all the errors, which have 
ever been published, be accu- 
mulated from every quarter; it is 
sometimes better not to know 
them, than to recall them from 
the dead. 

Here we might adduce instan- 
ces which prove that errofs have 
frequently been disseminated, 
and embraced by multitudes, in 
consequence of the opposition 
made tothem. Caution should 
then be used in the refutation of 
any new-born error, lest we 
thereby occasion its dissemina- 
tion. For suchis human nature, 
that whenever the reading of 
any bad book is prohibited, or 
its sale interdicted by the chief 
magistrate, or opposition made, 
every one desires to read it, 
whether he can understand it or 
not, or whether he is first con- 
vinced of its truth or not; and 
thus the ignorant may be sedu- 
ced. But in my opinion, it would 
be judicious never to prohibit 
the reading of such a book, lest 
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common people should be ren- 
dered more desirous of obtain- 
ing and reading it, which can 
scarcely, or rather cannot, be 
prevented; but if learned and pi- 
ous men would procure another 
edition, furnished with such 
notes and explanations, as would 
utterly overturn the errors of 
the book, the result would be, 
that the reader would have be- 
fore his eyes truth opposed to 
the error, and by its light would 
gain Instruction. 

It is sometimes prudent to 
spare those prejudices, which 
are not essentially injurious to 
the Christian church, lest by re- 
futing them, we neglect, or oc- 
casion the advancement of, more 
important errors. 

This however is so to be un- 
derstood, that if we undertake to 
refute the whole system of any 
sect, no principles should be 
omitted in it, lest we should ap- 
pear to attack only those which 
are very easy of refutation, 
which would be an evidence of 
unskilfulness, or of a bad cause. 

Those errors, which consti- 
tute the primary hypotheses of 
a sect; which affect the very 
foundation of faith and threaten 
extensive injury; which well ac- 
cord with carnal wisdom and ex- 
clude men from spiritual life 
and salvation, ought especially to 
be attacked. These should be 
opposed; these should be thor- 
ough)y eradicated. 

But as on one side moderation 
must be exercised, so on the 
other the number of. articles in 
dispute must not be too much 
diminished; lest, while wishing 
to avoid Charybdis, we fall on 
Scylla, and while disposed to 
extend the bounds of religious 
toleration we become chargea- 





ob Oem sr 


ge re Se ee ee » 





104 On Rules of Prudence in Polemic Theology. 


ble with an indifference to all 
religion, or, (pardon the expres- 
sion,) at least with latitudinarian- 
ism. 

Furthermore, we should be 
cautious lest we mistake that for 
error, which is perhaps a part 
of truth. This may happen, es- 
pecially in those articles, which 
surpass the human understand- 
ing; whose sublimity rises above 
the utmost scope of mental vis- 
ion, or whose wide extent ex- 
ceeds the narrow comprehen- 
sion of human intellect. 

That this may be true with 
respect to the sublime doctrines 
of the divine decrees and pre- 
destination, not to mention oth- 
ers, aby one will readily per- 
ceive. 

Sivce we should aim to con- 
vince our opponent, this TENTH 
rule must be obseryed: 


If we desire not merely to van- 
guish an errorist, but to convince 
him, we should treat himin such 
a manner, that he may frercerve 
we are influenced solely by the 
love of truth, free from sectarian 
Partialtties. 


Because, in Polemic Theolo- 
gy, itis our object not only to 
preserve divine truth im its purl 
ty, but also to convince others of 
it; hence every thing shouid be 
avoided which may obstruct their 
conviction. 

Special prudence and caution 
should then be employed, that 
the opponent may not induige 
any unfavorable suspicions res- 
pecting the person who under- 
takes the controversy; either, 
that he is tinctured with preju- 
dices, or that he is disposed to 
reject reason and argumentation, 
and, assuming the character ofa 
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judge, to decide on every sub- 
ject by his own authority. 

Our controversies must so be 
conducted, that we arrogate noth- 
ing to private opinion and prie 
vate judgment, and yield noth- 
ing to sectarian partialities, but 
decline adducing the authority 
even of the most eminent di- 
vines and of the church itself, 
lest we should appear desirous of 
prescribing laws to the under- 
standings and consciences of oth- 
ers. 

The reasons of the opporient 
are to be treated with attention, 
not with contempt; they are to 
be allowed their proper influ- 
ence, and ail difficuities are to 
be examined. For as soon as 
we speak contemptuously of the 
arguments which another addu- 
ces in support of his sentiments, 
we seem either to despise his 
intellectual talents, or, at least, 
to be tinctured with prejudice, 
and not to allow his arguments 
a proper examination 

Whence in Polemic Theology 
a dispute is to be commenced, 
as though we were not zealously 
attached to any form of relig- 
ion, and were very remote from 
partialities to any sect; for fre- 
quently it is highly conducive to 
the Gonciliation of an opponent, 
that, where it is not improper, 
we should, for a short time, ap- 
pear to hesitate in prenouncing 
our decision in favor of either 
sentiment. 

Thus says Minutius Felix in 
Octavius, Sec. 5: Your under- 
standing should be so well in- 
structed, that you may hold the 
scale of an impartial judge, nor 
rashly incline to either side, lest 
your decision appear to origin- 
ate in your own perceptions and 
feelings, rather than to be the 
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result of our mutual disquisi- 
tions.* 

From the preceding sections, 
arises this ELEVENTH rule: 


In Polemic Theology we are 
to aim at the conviction of the er- 
rorist; and this conviction can be 
effected only by demonstration; 
hence, if we wish to convince 
another, we should not rage with 
violence, but reason with deliber- 
atzon. 


As we are to address anoth- 
er’s conscience by a demonstra- 
tion of truth, that he may per- 
ceive the correctness of our pro- 
position, surely no external force 
should be employed. 

Toinduce another to renounce 
his former doctrines and to im- 
bibe others, is an effect which 
cannot be produced by compul- 
sion, but must take place with 
the utmost liberty of mind. Itis 
a gradual operation. For the 
understanding cannot be violent- 
ly forced to believe those doc- 
trines false, which it has hither- 
to regarded as true, nor those 
true which it has regarded as 
false. 

Since no man has dominion 
over another’s thoughts, we can- 
not induce another to adoy our 
sentiments except by arguments; 
if another should be forced by 
menaces and violence to profess 
our sentiments with his mouth, 
this would not be fxith but mere 
hypocrisy. 

No profession, except volun- 
tary, can be acceptable to God; 
since in his word he uniformly 
requires yoluntary worship: al- 
though therefore another may 
be compelled by violence, by 


*See the Cel. S. R. Praffius. Primit. 


Tub. Dissert. post de prejud. Iheol. See. 
9. p. 136. 


Vou. X. 
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sword, by exile and other pwtn- 
ishments, to profess our senti- 
ments, yet he cannot be com- 
pelled to believe them. 

If, as all will readily grant, 
the conviction and assent of the 
heart, not the external profes- 
sion, constitute religion; then 
no one can be. violently ¢ompel- 
led to embrace another religion. 

Were it granted that the pro- 
fessors of one religion had any 
right to persecute those who 
were inclined to another, perpet- 
ual war would pervade this 
whole earth; which is divided 
into numerous parties and sects. 
This would not be a contest to 
refute errors, but to extermin- 
ate errorists. 

How far the civil magistrate 
may exefcise his power in re- 
straining heresies, and in what 
cases he may employ external 
furce, we shall have occasion to 
hereafter. Chap. 5. on 
Heresy. 

As the system of errorists 
should be correctly understood, 
so he who is aboutto confute 
another, ought to exhibit the 
proposition according to the 
views of the opponent; hence 
we derive a TWELFTH rule: 


No pirincifile ts to be ascribed 
to errorists, which they do not 
sufifiort; therefore we should 
abstain from deducing any /ficre 
nicious and alarming consequen- 
ces, which are not designed to 
convince their understandings, 
but to wound their feelings. 


For since in this science we 
should aim principally to ac- 
quire the truth, and to conyince 
others of it; hence on one side 
we should treat the opponent 


with candor, and, on the other, 
we should employ no means 
14 
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which may obstruct his convic- 
tion, such as the excitation of his 
anger, and the perturbation of 
his feelings. 

If we affix false conclusions to 
another’s words, we do not ex- 
hibit, in his estimation, a mind 
ardently attached to the truth, 
but rather an ardent desire to 
offend and injure. 

We use sincerity and upright- 
ness with our opponent, when 
we express the meaning of his 
words according to their true im- 
port, without perverting them 
to an inferior sense, or adducing 
them in a mutilated and discon- 
nected form. 

But we act an ungenerous 
part, if, without carefully read- 
ing the whole of his books, we 
judge of the whole from a_ part; 
or if, insisting upon propriety of 
diction, we attend to words rath- 
er than their proper interpreta- 
tion. 

Some leave the foundation of 
error untouched, neglect the 
pursuit of truth, and derive such 
consequences from the oppo- 
nent’s doctrine as are designed 
to obscure his reputation;—con- 
sequences, which are either in- 
consistent with his doctrine, or 
which he strenuously denies to 
flow from it. Such persons are 
called Consequentists.* 

These assume the first conse- 
quence as they please; from this 
they deduce others, and studi- 
ously annex to the opponent’s 
words many dangerous and fatal 
results. 

All consequences, however, 
are not to be rejected, if proper 
cautions are observed in deduc- 
ing them. [Note omitted. ] 

These special cautions are to 
be observed: 


*An appellation of reproach. 


First; Consequences are ney- 
er to be derived from words sim- 
ply considered, but from their 
true import when considered in 
their proper connexion. 

For a scrupulosity about one 
or two phrases is not sufficient 
to condemn a book; the whole se- 
ries of reasoning must be taken 
into consideration. Every thing 
cannot be said at once in one 
place; and there are some princi- 
ples, which,taken separately, may 
be contradicted, but, when view- 
ed in their proper connexion, are 
strongly fortified by the combin- 
ed influence of others. 

Heresy relates to the ideas, 
not to the words; the sense, not 
the expression, constitutes the 
crime. 

Secondly; The conclusion 
should flow, not through a wind- 
ing channel}, but directly, from 
the doctrines of the opponent; 
and with such clearness, that he 
will be obliged to rejeet his 
principles, or admit the conclu- 
sion. 

Thirdly; A consequence which 
flows from the opponent’s doc- 
trines, should not however be 
imputed to him, since perhaps 
he did not discover or antici- 
pate it. 

Hewe a distinction shovld be 
made between those who are 
acute fn judgment, who value 
themselves for the faculty of 
perceiving connexions and dis- 
tinctions, and those who possess 
less philosophic — penetration; 
between teachers and hearers; 
between the learned and unlearn- 
ed. For to the latter conse- 
quences should not be hastily 
imputed, although they may 
clearly flow from their doctrines. 

Fuurihly; It is evident we 
should abstain from deducing 
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those conclusions which are suit- 
ed only to injure our opponeat, 
and expose him to ridicule and 
contempt. 

To convince an errorist, we 
are to avoid every thing which 
may disturb his feelings and ex- 
cite his anger; but these are the 
effects, when we employ such 
reasonings as render the oppo- 
nent and his doctrine odious to 
others. 

Such arguments are called in- 
vidious; hence a THIRTBENTH 
rule: 


In Polemic Theology we must 
abstain from arguments derived 
Jrom envy, stnce the mind is not 
thus conciliated but confirmed in 
error. 


The argument is derived from 
envy: 

First; When any one, desir- 
ing to ruin the reputation and 
fortune of another, whom he 
would refute, enviously and ma- 
liciously explains his senti- 
ments. 

Hence it happens, that some 
principles are esteemed errone- 
ous, which are really true, and 
thus innocent men are often 
greatly injured. 4 

Since this is directly opposed 
to the rules of Christian love, to 
Sacred Scripture, and to reason, 
and does not promote the truth, 
nor the honor of God, nor the 
conviction of man, it slould be 
avoided with the utmost care, 

Secondly; The argument is 
derived from envy, when the doc- 
trines of the opponent are com- 
pared with the favorite  senti- 
ments of those men, who are 
already stigmatized and dis- 
graced, 


This happens, for example, 
when ancient and obsolete here- 
sies are charged upon modern 
errorists, or upon the really in- 
nocent. 

Thus by the Romish Pontiffs 
and priests, the Protestants are 
compared to the Simonians, 
Novatians, Sabellians, Manichz- 
ans, Donatists, Arians, Pelagi- 
ans, Nestorians and _ others.* 

Since it may rarely occur, that 
any modern will adopt the whole 
system of any ancient sect, it 
would be foolish to charge him 
with the whole heretical system, 
on account of any single senti- 
ment, which he may hold in 
common with them. 

However, if the design is up- 
right and the reason sufficient, 
such a comparison may be made, 
both to exhibit the new tenets 
of any heresy, and to fortify oth- 
ers against it. [Note omitted. ] 

Here, also, a spirit of perse- 
cution should be entirely avoid- 
ed. 

Thirdly; The argument is de- 
rived from envy, when the im- 
portance of the question in de- 
bate is exaggerated, and those, 
who are not fundamentally er- 
roneous, are proscribed as here- 
tics, and anathemas are fulmina- 
ted against them. 

Fourthly; The same is true, 
when the opponent’s doctiine is 
defamed by invidious epithets: 
thus the doctrine of the reform- 
ers respecting predestination is 
called by some blasphemy, Stoic 
JSatality, church security, ard oth- 
erinvidious names. When, 


Bellamine, Vol. 2d Controveis. Book 
4. de Ecclesia c. 9; and, not to mention 
others, the crime ef Manichzism is very 
often charged upon the Reformed Church- 
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Fifthiy; The arguments of the 
opponest are concealed, or are 
not expressed in all their force. 
Or, 

When, in an unimportant con- 
troversy, the favorable conclu- 
sions, which may be derived 
from the opponent’s principle, 
are concealed, anc the unfavora- 
ble conclusions only, with which 
it is incumbered, are exhibited. 

Since the conviction of the er- 
rorist is to be sought, and since 
external force is not to be em- 
ployel, this FOURTEENTH rule 
should be observed: 


Not the fersons of errorists, 
but therr errors only, are to be 
attacked, 


The end of Polemic Theoiogy 
and humanity itself, oblige us 
to treat errorists with lenity, 
while we destroy their errors: 
wherefore Augustine thus writes 
( Book 4.) against the Donetists: 
Love. men, while you destroy 
their etrors; cantend for truth 
without severitwgpray for those 
whom you conten cenvince. 

The examplés of Christ and 
his Aposties.dre not to be al- 
jeged; as when Christ, after 
much delay, employed severe 
expostulations with the Phari- 
ses and Sadducees, calling them 
a sinful and adulterous genera- 
tion, Matt. xiv, 4; chi/dren of the 
devil, John viii, 44; and John, 
calling them generations of vi- 
pers, Matt. iil, 7; and Paul, call- 
ing Elymas, the sorcerer, a 
child of the devil, Acts xill, 10. 

For as the examples of Christ 
and his apostles are presented 
to.us for imitation, so there are 
some cases in which we cannot 
Jawluily imitate them; because 
Christ was free from immeder- 
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ate zeal, possessed absolute and 
supreme authority, and was en- 
dued with omniscience and in- 
fallibility; and the apostles, in 
their official capacity, were al- 
so endued with infallibility 

It was therefore proper for 
Christ and his apostles to em- 
ploy such means against their 
opponents, as no other men can 
properly employ. 

Nor should the conduct of 
the ancients, who treated here- 
tics with undue severity, be here 
alleged by way of excuse; their 
mode of conductis not our su- 
preme rule, nor should their 
warmth, when too great, be ap- 
plauded. [Note oinitted. | 

Rule FIFTEENTH: 


Nor should we emfiloy @ satyr- 
tc stylein writing, Ali raillery, 
severe refiroach, and virulent ban- 
ter, with which we evidently gall 


our ofifionent, are to be carefully 


shunned, 


Since we aim to convince our 
opponent, his feelings should 
not be disturbed, nor his anger 
and moroseness excited; but the 
satyric mode of writing will 
never induce our opponent to 
change his sentiments, but will 
rather provoke his indignation 
and excite a spirit of revenge: 
whereforg, if we desire to con- 
vince another, all scoffs, and jests, 
and sneers, must be avoided. 

This satyric style in compo- 
sition arises from a malignant 
contempt of another, which dis- 
poses us to sulsject him to deris- 
ion and contempt; but since this 
is improper in itself, and ex- 
tremely exasperates the oppo- 
nent, itis by no means to be in- 
duiged by the theological writer. 

Nor can those, who prefer 
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truth and sound argument to this 
fallacious method, be easily in- 
duced to assent to such a style. 

Neither Christ, nor his apos- 
tles employed this mode of ref- 
utation; for the gravity of the 
subject in debate, requires that 
it should be treated with seri- 
ousness and reverence. 

[Note omitted. | 

Nor does it accord with the 
principles of theology or moral 
Philosophy, that he should be 
disturbed and harassed, who de- 
serves either pity or contempt. 

Nor are the examples of the 
Fathers, who sometimes used 
this style, here to be imitated; 
since, being seduced by a spirit 
of persecution, they followed in- 
clination rather than truth. 

Although many Empectz have 
hitherto existed; and will exist, 
who, in a scurrilous style, being 
deficient in argument, expose 
to derision the venerable myste- 
ries of sacred religion; veta ref- 
utation is not to be conducted, 
according to their example, by 
those who, being taught better 
things, have learned to treat sa- 
cred subjects in a sacred way. 

But since men, especially 
young people, are often captiva- 
ted with this satyric mode of at- 
tacking religion; it should be 
shown, how ridiculous are «he 
arguments these’ scoffers ad- 
duce, and that nothing in the 
world is so true, so sacred, and 
so vencrable, which may not be 
made a sport, and exposed to 
ridicule; it should be shown, 
that they advance nothing. new, 
but that all the mysteries of re- 
ligion, and the cross of Christ, 
have long since appeared fool- 
ish and contemptibie to the Gen- 
tile nations, fascinated with their 
worldly wisdom. ‘This the 
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apostle Paul asserts, who was 
well versed in profane litera- 
ture, 1 Cor. i, 23. 
[Note omitted. | 
Rule s!IxXTEENTH: 


Nor should we emftloy this frer- 
verse method of convincing and 
refuing infidels, which to the ex- 
treme injury of the Christian re- 
ligion, rejects those pfrropfierties 
and qualities which consiztute its 
essence. 


Verily I understand that mode 
of converting infidels, in which 
for their sake, all mysteries and 
whatever surpasses human in- 
tellect, or exceeds natural re- 
ligion, are laid aside, 

[Note omitted. ] 

Against this, we shafl at pres- 
ent make oniy one remark: that, 
in this way, the path is beaten, 
anc an occasion is offered, to 
theological Pyrrhonism or uni- 
versal scepticism, by which ev- 
ery doctrine of the Christian re- 
ligion is called in question, nay 
its truth perverted. 

| Note omitted. | 


For the Panoplist. 
SINNERS, THOUGH BLIND AND 
DEAF; COMMANDED TO SEE 


AND HEAR. 


Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, 
that ye may see. Isa. xlii, 18. 


PROBABLY some, who may have 
read my first paper on this pas- 
sage, will say, “If sinners are 
biind and deaf, what propriety 
is there in addressing them, and 
what beneiit can they derive 
trom being addressed?” 

To this inquiry I reply, that 
such feelings, on this point, are 
notnew. A desperately wick- 
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ed heart produced the same 
fruit, many centuries ago, Itis 
to be expected, that blind and 
deaf sinners will feel and talk in 
this manner. But it is a matter 
of unspeakable joy, that every 
body does not fee] thus; and that 
there are some, who are sensi- 
ble of the wickedness of such 
thoughts, and whu are solicitous 
for the restoration of the blind 
to sight. Nor do they hesitate, 
what means to apply for sucha 
restoration Deaf and blind as 
sinners are, Christians and Min- 
isters must imitate the example 
of the prophet, and call on them 
to see and hear. Nor can 
enlightened Christians be per- 
suaded, that it will be of no 
avail. The following are some 
of the redsons, which urge them 
to the duty, and animate them 
with hope in performing it 

1. This blindness of sinners is 
oftheir own seeking. Say not, 
my fellow immortals, that you 
inherited this blindness from 
your parents; nor plead this in 
excuse. Were such a plea 
valid, our first parents must 
bear all the sins of their posteri- 
ty. Admit thpt you inherited an 
evil disposition from your par- 
ents; they have not compelled 
you tocxercise it: And you have 
been warned of its unreasonable- 
ness, and exhorted to exercise 
kind, virtuous, and holy affec- 
tions. Whatever may be the re- 
sult of metaphysical speculations 
on this point, it still remains a 
truth, that an unholy temper is 
cherished by sinners, and that sin- 
ful objects are loved and chos- 
en. Now this love of sinful ob- 


jects constitutes the spiritual 


blindness, of which all unrenew- 
ed men are the subjects. Hence, 
cléarly,so Jong as sinners love 


and choose sinful objects, it 
must be allowed, that their 
blindness is of their own seek- 
ing. You cannot, then, doubt the 
propriety of expostulating with 
them upon their exceedingly 
wicked choice. How plainly it 
is the duty of all, who know the 
folly and guilt of sinners to ad- 
monish them. Nor can a benev- 
olent mind cease from endeav- 
ors to dissuade them froma 
Choice so cruel to themselves, 
and so highly displeasing in the 
Sight of a holy God. Were 
their blindness of a _ kind, in 
which they bore no_ personal 
agency, the case would be mate- 
rially changed. But sinners do 
bear an immediate and essen- 
tial agency in the continuance of 
their moral blindness; and their 
case is, therefore, an urgent 
one. Instead of being a just 
cause of surprise, that Chris- 
tians should address them at all, 
it is a matter of still greater sur- 
prise, that they do not address 
them with increased earnesiness 
and a more unyielding importu- 
nity. Because 

2. Sinners are incurring a- 
mazing guilt, by persisting in 
this spiritual blindness. The 
very thing, which constitutes 
their blindness, is a crime of the 
deepest die. It consists in the 
love of sin, and in enmity against 
God. Can there be a greater 
evil than this? This enmity 
against God is known to be the 
foundation of every evil, which 
has existed among intelligent 
beings. Spiritual blindness is 
this enmity persisted in. 

I am aware, that there are ma- 
ny persons, who have nevet 
been sensible of this enmity in 
themselves. This, however, 
does not prove that it has ne 
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existence there. Such persons 
have, probably, never contem- 
plated the character of God with 
solemn attention, as It is exhibit- 
ed in his word; or they have nev- 
er noticed, carefully and impar- 
tially, the exercises of their own 
hearts. If God is a holy being, 
all love of a sinful object is 
enmity against him. 

The evil of such a disposition 
and such a choice, is too great to 
admit of an adequate descrip- 
tion. As spiritual blindness 
consists in the love of sin, it is 
easy to see, that ail, who are un- 
der its influence, are constantly 
incurring guilt. As days re- 
volve, their guilt in the sight of 
God accumulates. And can the 
benevolent mind behold all this 
and be silent? Can the faithful 
Minister behold the storm of di- 
vine wrath gather blackness over 
the heads of his hearers, and 
give them no warning? How 
cruel, as well as unbecoming 
his silence. In this view, his 
duty is both plain and imperi- 
ous. He will, and he must, give 
them solemn warning to fice 
from the wrath tocome. And 
in reply to all their cavils he will 
utter the prayer of the dying but 
conquering Redeemer. Father, 
forgive them; for they know not 
what they do. 

3. All, or nearly all, who have 
yet been brought to their spiritu- 
al sight and hearing, have been 
restored by these means. Inall 
periods of the world, a greater or 
less number have been cured of 
these spiritual maladies. Nor 
do I recoilect a single instance 
of restoration, in which the sub- 
ject has not been addressed in 
the language of the prophet. 
Hear, ye deaf; and look ye blind, 
that ye may see. This is the 
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method, which it hath pleased 
God to appoint: and he will al- 
ways dbiess the means of Ais ap- 
pointment, and none but these. 

It is indeed true, that in itself 
considered, it does no good to 
call upon sinners to see and hear, 
There is no efficacy in the call, 
or in the person who gives it. 
And it is equally true that, in it- 
self considered, it would do no 
good for Naaman to wash seven 
times in Jordan; for Moses to 
smite the waters of the red sea 
with his rod; or for Christ to 
make clay to anoint the eyes of 
the blind man. Inthemselves 
considered,there was no efficacy 
in the waters of Jordan, er in the 
rod of Moses, or in the clay used 
bythe Savior. But in all these cas- 
es the method pursued was the 
one afifointed, and the end wasse- 
cured. It betrays both ignorance 
and folly to say, the end might 
as well have been effected in 
another manner. In all instan- 
ces, when any end is to be ac- 
complished, in the divine pur- 
poses, the means necessaty to 
effect it are placed in a train; 
and none of them can be omitted 
without a failure in the accome 
plishment of the end. Hence 
when sinners are to be renewed 
in heart, and restored to sight 
and health, they must be addres- 
ed, warned, exhorted, invited, 
and urged. 

4. Ministers were appointed 
and commissioned for this ex- 
press purpose. The example 
of Ezekiel is a full illustration of 
this truth: Sou of man, I have 
set thee as a watchman unto the 
house of Israel; therefore, thou 
shalt hear the wordat my mouth 
and warn them from me. His 
vision of dry bones presents us 
with the whole truth en this 
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point. The vision is familiar. 
He was commanded to prophe- 
sy, that is to preach, to a valley 
of dry bones. What a strange 
command. What a gloomy and 
hopeless task. How easily might 
he have pleaded an excuse 

But he cheerfully obeyed. With 
confidence in God, and joy in the 
means of Ais appointing, he 
preached to dry bones the sol- 
emn truths, which he was com- 
manded to declare. Nor did he 
labor in vain. The Spirit of 
the Lord crowned his labors with 
success. Who can any longer 
doubt, that the means which 
God appoints will, invariably, 
prove successful. 

God now commands his Min- 
isters to preach the Gospel to 
blind, deaf, and dead sinners: 
flear ye the word of the Lord. 
Let them obey, and let them be 
encouraged in the duty. They 
need not doubt of success. For 
this they are not answerable. 
Their great concern should be, 
to discharge faithfully their duty; 
never yielding to the obstinacy, 
or reproach of sinners; never 
doubting the power and mercy 
of God, or the immutability of 
his promise. Lo, I am with you 
always to the end of the world. 

A full discussion of this point 
comes not within the design and 
limits of this short essay. It is 
enough for my present purpose, 
if 1 can fasten the attention of 
sinners upon the faet, that the 
preaching of the word is the af- 
frointed method, for the restora- 
tion of failen man from a state of 
ruin, toa state of salvation. This 
appointment was made witha per- 
fect knowledge of the deplorabic 
state of man. When God com- 
mands his Ministers to call upon 
sinners, he knows that they are 


deaf and blind. And since he 
has represented, in his word, 
that this is an indispensable 
mean, we must forever despair 
of the salvation of souls in any 
other way. Then why will sin- 
ners persist in the profane cav- 
il, so common inthe mouths of 
men? Why will they reject 
eternal life, because it is not at- 
tainable in the precise manner, 
which their own perverted rea- 
son would dictate. Have they 
forgotten the universal deluge? 
“A Jewish writer introduces 
Noah, from the ark, expostulat- 
ing with those who were perish- 
ing, because excluded. They 
pleaded that they had used va- 
rious means of securing them- 
selves, in case the deluge should 
come, though they had declined 
his invitation to betake them- 
selves to the ark: but he silen- 
ces all their pleas at once, by 
saying, that they had refused to 
avail themselves of God’s ap- 
fiointed way of salvation: and ev- 
ery other method must be una- 
vaijing.” Let their example 
warn and deter others. Let 
sinners prize the precious Gos- 
pel; use all the instituted means 
of instruction; believe, and be 
saved. How shall ye escape, if 
ye neglect so great salvation. 
ALPHA. 


EXAMINATION OF AN OPINION 
STATED BY QO. E. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 
Sir, 
Your correspondent, QO. E., 
seems to be of opinion, thata wish 
to possess religion implies the 
existence of religion in the heart. 
He thinks “it implies a contra- 
diction to say, that we cheose a 
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thing which we have natural 
power now to have, and yet do 
not have it.”* Iam not satisfi- 
ed, that his reasoning is conclu- 
sive, or his opinion correct. 1 
believe his argument contradicts 
the experience of both saints and 
sinners. 

It contradicts the experience 
of saints. It very obviously im- 
plies, that they have, at all times, 
as much religion as they desire. 
But was this the case with the 
man, who cried out, and said with 
tears; Lord, I believe; helf thou 
mine unbelief? Was this the 
case with the disciples, when 
they said unto Jesus; Lord, in- 
erease our faith? Was this the 
case with Paul, when he said; O 
wretched man that I am; who 
shall deliver me from the body of 
this death? And where is the 
Christian who will presume to 
indulge a hope, that he loves God 
as much as he ought, or as much 
as he desires! If any should say 
that they are perfect, would it 
not prove them perverse? 

The argument of O. E, ap- 
pears no less contrary to the ex- 
perience of sinners. The eyi- 
dence appears very strong and 
abundant, that sinners in gener- 
al, who are rationally convinced, 
that the Bible is true, are desir- 
ous to escape hell—to gain ad- 
mittance into heaven—to possess 
that holiness without which no 
man shall see the Lord. And 
their desire of holiness is strong 
in proportion to their sense of 
danger. If sinners do not de- 
sire holiness, why do they man- 
ifest such solicitude and make 
such exertions for conviction 
and conversion, in times of awa- 
kening? If sinners do not desire 


* See Pan. vol. ix, p. 495. 
Vou. X, | 
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to be converted, why do they of- 
ten fee] such envy and indigna- 
tion, when others are taken and 
they are left? If they do not de- 
sire conversion, why do they de- 
sire others to pray, that they 
may not be left to deceive them- 
selves and fail of the grace of 
God? 

Christians, in general, can re- 
member the time, when they 
were without faith and without 
Godin the world. And cannot 
such remember, also, that, while 
they were in that wretched con- 
dition, they desired to De conver- 
ted, that their sins might be blot- 
ted out, and their title to heaven 
made sure! 

If I may be allowed, in this 
case, to adduce my own experi- 
ence, I can say, with the utmost 
confidence, that I do desire to be 
conformed to the blessed image 
of Christ; though I am by no 
means confident that I am a 
Christian. And Iam likewise 
very confident, that, if I have any 
conformity to God, I desire 
more. I have the evidence with- 
in myself, that the argument of 
O. E. must be fallacious. 

Though sinners have no holy 
desires; though every imagina- 
tion of the thoughts of their 
hearts is evil, and only evil, con- 
tinually; though they do not de- 
sire holiness for what it is in it- 
self, nor because it is reasonable 
and fit, nor because they are un- 
der obligations to love God; yet 
no doubt, many of them do de- 
sire holiness as sincerely and as 
ardently as they desire to escape 
damnation. Though they have 
no definite and distinct ideas of 
the nature of holiness, yet, be it 
what it may, they desire to *pos- 
sess it, to shield their souls 
from the wrath of an angry God. 

15 














114 Praise and Biame. 


7 


The views of O. E. upon the 
infinitely important distinction 
between natural and moral ina- 
bility, are probably not very er- 
roneous. Jn the present case, 
however, he seems to have 
drawn a conclusion that is con- 
trary to facts; and probably not 
the least injurious of errors. 
Tella sinner, that the impenitent 
have no kind of desire for reli- 
gion; and he will either believe 
you ornot. In either case, the 
consequence may prove ruinous. 
If he believes you, he will be 
likely to conclude, with great 
assurance, that he is a Christian; 
and his false hope may prove 
his destruction. Ifhe does not 
believe you, he will be in great 
danger of disbelieving and disre- 
garding the great evangelical 
truths, which you may endeav- 
or to urge upon his conscience; 


and thus die in sin and stupidity. 
E. O. 


Vor the Panoplist. 


INQUIRY RESPECTING THE WORD 
ATONEMENT. 


Mr. Editor, 
TI wave been led to believe, not 
only that the Scriptures exhibit 
one uniform, entire, and consis- 
tent scheme of doctrine; but 
that their several parts are use- 
ful to elucidate and eaplain each 
other. The Old Testament har- 
monizes with the New, and when 
both are well understood, the one 
will, I trust, throw light upon 
the other. In examining the sub- 
ject of the atonement, (and thor- 
oughly to understand this doc- 
trine is worthy of more labor, 
than is commonly bestowed up- 
on it) I have remarked, that 
various terms arc used as ex- 
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pressing, in appearance, pre- 
cisely the same thing; but they 
are generally interpreted by ex- 
positors of Scripture, as mean- 
ing very different things. In 
the New Testament, atonement 
and reconciliation are indiffer- 
ently rendered from the same 
original Greek word, as in Rom. 
chap. v. In the Old Testament, 
the same English words are us- 
ed in application to the same 
subject, as in Levit. chap. vi, and 
xvi, Now as I am, unhappily, 
not versed in the Hebrew lan- 
guage, my inquiries are so limit- 
ed, that I cannot satisfy myself 
upon this point; and as your 
miscellany is open to those 
whose biblical learning may be 
equal to the task, my request is, 
that some one will undertake to 
solve the question; Whether ¢o 
atone and to reconcile are of the 
same original import, as the 
words are used in defining Lev. 
itical rites and institutions; and 
whether they may be considered 
as synonymous with the Greek 
word, in the New Testament 


once translated afonement, but - 


reconciliation in most, if not in 
all, other instances. F, 


For the Panoplist. 


PRAISE AND BLAME. 


Mr. Editor, 
I am pleased with seeing im- 
portant subjects introducee in- 
to your Magazine, both on ac- 
count of the light that is diffus- 
ed, and the stimulus that is giv- 
en to inquiry. Among others 
that of “praise and blame” has 
been touched upon,” though it 
has not undergone that minute 
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and elaborate discussion, which 
would have been gratifying to 
at least one of your’ constant 
readers. I deem it material, 
not only to understand in what 
praise and blame consist, but to 
be able judiciously and correct- 
ly to proportion them among the 
several actions, to which they 
apply. The question has been 
stated; “‘Are moral agents as 
worthy of praise for exercising 
holy affections, as they are of 
blame for exercising sinful. 
ones? In the very brief solution 
that was given, in the piece 


above alluded to, it seems to be * 


taken for granted. as it undoubt- 
edly ought to be, that in holy ex- 
ercises, suchas all true Chris- 
tians are the subjects of, there 
is as real adesert of praise, as 
there is of blame in the exercis- 
esofthe wicked. But a nega- 
tive answer is given to the ques- 
tion, upon the principle, that 
when moral agents are holy, 
they are just what they are un- 
der obligations to be; but in sin- 
ners there is a direct violation 
of their obligations. 

Perhaps the writer of the en- 
suing remarks js singular, in his 
ideas upon this subject; but he 
is willing and desirous to be 
brought to the test of Scripture 
and sound reason, that he may 
be convinced of all the error, 
with which he may be charge- 
able. He frankly declares, that 
he does not perceive strength 
and conclusiveness in the rea- 
son that has been given for the 
opinion, that the holiness of 
creatures is not as praise-wore 
thy, as their sin is * blamable. 
The argument, which has been 
supposed to prove this proposi- 
tion, Is as follows; “Were it pos- 
sible that we-could be under no 


previous obligation to practise 
holiness, and avoid sin, we might 
deserve as much praise for being 
holy, as blame for being sinful. 
But as we are under the strong. 
est Obligations to be holy, the 
question should receive a nega- 
tive answer.” The author of 
this reasoning seems not to be 
aware, that to suppose a moral 
being under no obligation to frrac- 
tise holiness and avoid sin, isa 
perfect solecism; for he does 
not appear to deny, or to doubt, 
the possiblity of the existence 
of such a thing. 

Here a gross mistake seems 
to have been committed. In- 
stead, therefore, of inferring, as 
he does, that if we were under 
no firevious obligations to firac- 
tise holiness and avoid sin, we 
might deserve as much praise for 
being holy as blame for being 
sinful, I should rather conclude, 
from our being in sucha state of 
indifference towards good and 
evil, that we could not be the 
subjects ofany moral desert what- 
ever. I know not what ambigu- 
ity there may be in the term 04- 
ligation; but if it will apply to all 
moral beings of whatever grade, 
then to be free from obligation is 
to be incapable of either holiness 
orsin. In an extensive significa- 
tion of the term, I take it there 
is no impropriety in saying, that 
God is under obligation to be holy. 
Would any one hesitate to afirm 
that He oug&t to do right, rather 
than to do wrong? But this does 
not imply, that there is any oth- 
er being, of superior rank and 
authority, to whom he is account- 
able. Should it be said, that 
the circumstance of being un- 
der a superior power belongs to 
every case, where obligation 
exists; upon such a suppositiox 
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itis evident, that obligation can 
apply only to creatures. But 
would it be any shock to com- 
mon sense, or to piety, to say, 
that God is as much bound, or 
obligated, to do right as crea- 
tures? I think it would not; al- 
though it be true, that the obli- 
gation depends, in no measure, 
on hi standing related to some 
higher power. The very nature 
of right and wrong, I apprehend, 
implies moral obligation; and 
hence the conclusion appears to 
me infallible, that to be under 
no obligation to firactise holiness, 
and avoid sin, would be the same, 
as to be incapable of moral mer- 
it or demerit, of praise or blame. 
I know of nothing to show, why 
doing more than we ought, or 
than we are obligated to do, 
would not be as real a fault, as 
to do less. Every instance of 
true virtue ts the fulfilment of 
some obligation. The same 
general reason may be given, 
why we should be employed in 
almsgiving, according to the 
means we possess, as that we 
should abide by our own volun- 
tary contracts, and pay what we 
call our honest debts. The ex- 
ample, therefore, that has been 
taken to illustrate and evince 
the doctrine, that so much praise 
does not attach to our good ex- 
ercises, as blame does to our 
bad ones, is notin point. The 
question has been put; “Sup- 
pose A. owes B.a hundred dol- 
jars; in paying that sum A. does 
right. But does he deserve as 
much commendation for this 
act, as he would deserve blame 
for refusing to pay it? and not 
enly refusing to pay it, but rob- 
bing B. of a hundred dollars 
besides?” 

Setting aside the supposed 
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robbery, I would ask, why pay- 
ing a debt of a hundred dole 
lars is not as commendable, asa 
refusal to pay it is reprehensible. 
If we estimate the rectitude, on 
the one hand, and the wrong, on 
the other, by the requirements 
of the divine law, they will be 
equal; for it is the same com- 
mand, which determines the one 
act to be virtuous, and the con- 
trary to be vicious. If we com- 
pute by the effects produced, is 
it not as greatly to a man’s ad- 
vantage to receive a payment of 
a hundred dollars, as it is to his 
disadvantage not to receive it? 
Then again, let an act of robbe- 
ry be set over against an act of 
charity, or bounty; andis it not 
as great a good, fora person to 
be unexpcctedly put in_ posses- 
sion of a gratuity of a hundred 
dollars, as for one to be depriv- 
ed of the same sum, contrary to 
his will, provided the one be no 
poorer after his loss, than the 
other was before his gain? As 
to the evils attendant on robbe- 
ries, aside from the loss of prop- 
erty, they are not to be brought 
into the account, but are mat- 
ters of separate consideration. 
No one will deny, that giving is 
as really a virtue, enjoined in 
the law of God, as robbery is a 
crime forbidden. And why does 
nota liberal person deserve as 
much praise from a man, who 
has been made better by him, 
to the amount of a hundred dol- 
lars, as he does blame from 
another, who has been made 
worse by him to the amount of 
an equal sum? And why, again, 
is not Gabriel to be as much 
commended and praised for his 
-unshaken fidelity to God, as Sa- 
tan is to be blamed for his apos- 
tasy and rebellion? There is no 
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evading the position, that holi- 
ness deserves praise to as great 
a degree, as sin deserves blame, 
only by adopting the principle, 
that has been assumed, not by 
one only, but by many, viz. that 
in order to deserve praise one 
must go beyond what he is un- 
der strict obligations to do. But 
ifthis principle be correct, is it 
enough to say, that the holiness 
of men is not worthy of so much 
praise, as their sin is of blame? 
Ought it not rather to be affirm- 
ed, that it deserves none at all? 
For if a man’s owing his all to 
God, does not stand in the way 
of his receiving some praise, 
when he performs real acts of 
duty, by what rule shall we de- 
termine the exact point, at 
which this praise ought to stand? 
or how much less his praise 
should be than the blame of per- 
sons of an opposite character. 
The principle in question, if it 
does not utterly annihilate praise- 
worthiness, as connected with 
upright conduct, certainly goes 
to diminish it; else it would not 
be said, that the praise due to 
men, On account of their holy 
exercises, is less than the blame 
incurred by wickedness, because 
men are under obligations to do 
right, or to be holy. It follows, 
therefore, by inevitable and fair 
consequence, that in proportion 
aS our obligations to holiness 
are strengthened, our praisewor- 
thiness for the duties we actual- 
ly and faithfully perform is les- 
sened. If it be true then, that 
persons may be placed in cir- 
cumstances to enhance their ob- 
ligation to love God and do his 
will, the tendency of those cir- 
cumstances will be to bereave 
them of a part of the praise, or 
reward, of their piety, to which 
they would have otherwise been 


entitled. If, then, religious ob- 
ligation increases with the in- 
crease Of divine light, holiness 
must, in the same proportion, 
degenerate and sink in worth, or 
in its desert of praise; so that it 
will become exceedingly prob- 
lematical, whether we have not 
labored under a great mistake in 
wishing, that many might run te 
and fro, and that knowledge 
might be increased. In opposi- 
tion to a theory, leading to such 
conclusions, I have rather em- 
braced the opinion, that holiness 
will, in every sense, bear to be 
weighed against sin; and that 
they, who keep God’s command- 
ments, may be certain of a re- 
ward as great, as will be the 
punishment of those who break 
them. The beauty of holiness I 
believe to be as great in one, 
who is purified by grace, as is 
the deformity of sin in the rep- 
robate and impenitent. 

If, Mr. Editor, I have con- 
ceived amiss, upon so weighty a 
subject, or have laid myself open 
to consequences, incompatible 
with the general tenor of Scrip- 
ture doctrine, you may enlight- 
en and confirm others, while you 
are kindly rectifying my misap- 
prehensions and mistakes. 

FRANK. 


For the Panoplist. 
GENERAL BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Tue subject of promoting reli- 
gious truth has been so often 
brought to the public view, and 
its importance is at this time so 
generally acknowledged, that a 
further discussion of it would 
here be comparatively useless. 
At a period, when the Christian 
community is daily urged to the 
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diffusion of sacred knowledge by 
innumerable tracts, sermons, and 
adduesses, it may. be more profit- 
able to inquire how this great ob- 
ject may be most effectually ac- 
complished. There is but little 
advantage in persuading men 
that the Gospel of Christ is de- 
aixned to promote the happiness 
of the world, while they remain 
ignorant or careless of proper 
methods to extend its blessings. 
It may even be injurious to leave 
this matter on a genefal convic- 
tion of its utility; for correct 
opinions have such an effect of 
compiacency upon the mind, that 
the satisfaction, which results 
from a knowledge of duty, fre- 
quently causes us to forget the 
evil of neglecting it. 

We helieve that the time is 
approaching when the knowledge 
of the Lard shall fill the earth; 
and we believe, with equal rea- 
son, that those societies and na- 
tions, wiich now call upon his 
name, will be employed to pro- 
claim it before the heathen. We 
rejoice to say, that multitudes, 
in all Christian countries, have 
wisely taken heed to this sure 
word of prophecy. It is to be 
mentioned with gratitude that 
Societies have been formed for 
the propagation of the Gospel; 
that missionaries have been sent; 
that the Bible has been translated 
into various languages, and that 
converts to the Christian faith 
have been multiplied. But these 
things have been effected by lim- 
jted and partial exertions, and 
the word of life is stili confined 
to a smalji portion of the world. 
While the duty of all Christian 
nations to unite in this cause of 
God, is felt and acknowledged, 
few national efforts have been 
made. Ourown country, s0 dis- 
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tinguished through all the peri- 
ods of its history for religious 
privileges, has, till lately, seem- 
ed to forget, that millions, in 
other lands, were ferishing for 
lack of vision; and what is still 
more remarkable, that its own 
poor are still destitute of the 
Scriptures Even now it has 
done but little, in comparison of 
duty; and there is reason to fear 
that but little will be done, till 
new, and more extensive plans of 
Operation shall be devised and 
pursued. 

These considerations have con- 
vinced me of the importance of 
the measure, which has recently 
been proposed in a number of 
the Punoplist; that of forming a 
Bible Society of the United 
States. It appears to be an ob- 
ject which is peculiarly worthy 
of general attention, and which 
the friends of religion should 
labor steadily to accomplish. It 
promises great and extensive 
usefulness, not only as a mean 
of giving to the heathen a knowl- 
edge of the truth; but also of 
arresting the progress of infidel- 
ity ameng ourselves; of allevi- 
ating the various evils wich we 
suffer; of saving us from the de- 
Struction of those, who shall be 
found among the enemies of God 
and of the Lamb. 

_ But it may be proper to exam- 
ine more particularly the grounds 
on which the utility of this meas- 
ure rests; the extent of the evi! 
it is designed to remove; and the 
deficiency of other remedies 
which have been applied. Iv 
doing this, it will appear that 
multitudes at home and abroad, 
who are dependent upon ou! 
charity, are destitute of the Bi- 
ble; and that those societies, 
which have been formed among 


BIE 





Oe a ae «oe eee 


ea. & @ 


A =| - 


a> = ew bee foe A ie it lh ele oa Ow sis held ees et tet as ee ele le leet CU lor 





ST Ni He Catt aw tamer 


ig oo oo eee 


1814. General Bible Society. 119 


us, are still incompetent to their 
relief. It is hoped that the no- 
tice of these facts will be attend- 
ed with profit; and that those, 
who have heretofore believed 
that enough might be done by 
partial and desultory exertions, 
may now be led to inquire, 
whether a time has not arrived, 
when this nation is called upon 
to engage, as one man, In the 
diffusion of sacred truth. 

We are first led to consider 
the state of our own country in 
regard to this subject; and if we 
were to go no further, it ts 
thought that sufficient reason 
would be found to vindicate the 
proposal of a General Bible So- 
ciety. Although the question is 
often asked, where is a family in 
our favored land that is destitute 
of the Scriptures? it appears 
from the estimates which have 
been made even in New Eng- 
land, that they are wanting to 
not less than a sixth part of the 
population. In certain districts, 
particularly in New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island, Vermont, and the 
Province of Maine, the propor- 
tion is still greater. Hundreds 
of families live from year to year 
without this guide to heaven; and 
in many of the public schools re- 
ligious instruction is entirely 
neglected, because parents are 
unable or unwilling to afford Bi- 
bles to their children. Thus the 
good old customs of our fathers 
are growing obsolete. Their 
pious example is forgotten; their 
pure instructions are ridiculed; 
even the precious relics of that 
holy Book, which they purchased 
with so much labor and suffer- 
ing, are scattered by the careless 
licentiousness ¢f their profane 
descendants. If we add to this 
account the western and south 


ern sections of the country, the 
evil becomes still more elarm- 
ing. There are fewer religious 
institutions, fewer ministers of 
the Gospel, fewer copies of the 
Bible than among ourseives. In 
some of the territories annexed 
to the United States, relicious 
instruction is a thing unknown; 
and very few, certainly not one 
third of the inhabitants, are pos- 
sessed of the Scriptures. 
These facts alone give suffi- 
cient evidence that the Societies, 
which have been formed, are in- 
adequate to the supply even of 
cur own wants. Not only re- 
mote parts of the country, but 
also the very districts in which 
these institutions are founded, 
have becn found more or less 
destitute of the Bible. Their 
exertions, though so far success- 
fulas to give encouragement for 
more comprehensive schemes of 
benevolence, have not been pro- 
portionate to the evil, which is 
to be removed. The moral state 
of society has become more and 
more corrupt; and, in many in- 
Stances, intemperance, neglect 
of the Sabbath, profaneness, and 
other kindred sins, have marked 
whole communities with wreich- 
edness and infamy. Nor can it 
be reasonablye x pected, that these 
minor associations will greatly 
extend their influence. They 
are not constituted for great 
efforts, and are most useful in a 
narrow sphere. ‘They ‘may be 
fitly compared to the grammar 
schools established in the differ- 
ent districts of a state or coun- 
try, which regulate the confined 
departments of elementary in- 
struction, but have no direct in- 
fluence beyond their appropriate 
limits. Lach district looks to its 
own seminary for its quantum of 





Wy 





S 


20 General Bible Society. ' Marcu, 


& 


improvement; but fora common 
source of useful knowledge, all 
eyes are upon the “Alma Mater.” 

If we regard then merely the 
population of the states, and the 
territories on this side the Missis- 
sippi, the importance of the pro- 
posed establishment is apparent. 
We are not, however, to stop 
here. The claims of the French 
Catholics in Louisiana, and the 
Missouri Territory, have recent- 
ly been exhibited. Of these 
there are 50,000, who have not 
the Bible, and who are repre- 
sented as exceedingly desirous 
to obtain the means of religious 
instruction. Their Priests are 
disposed to favor any designs for 
diffusing among them the Scrip- 
tures, and nothing but an exer- 
tion of Protestantybenevolence is 
wanting to carry them into effect. 
We have also been directed to 
the inhabitants of New Spain, 
whose wants, and applications 
for relief, will, probably, soon 
solicit our attention. Here an 
extensive field is open for the 
circulation of the Scriptures, and 
we should never give occasion 
for reproach, in leaving it to 
be occupied by more remote, 
yet more zealous friends to the 
cause of the Redeemer. Our 
Bibles should even find their 
way across the Isthmus, and 
cause the streams of peace and 
mercy to flow throughout the 
southern portion of our conti- 
nent. Christians of the nine- 
teenth century should convince 
the descendants of those, who 
were butchered, for the love of 
God, by Pizarro, by Cortes, and 
their cruel followers, that the 
God we serve is not, in truth, 
silver and gold. But who is 
sufficient for these things? what 
éan be expected from those So- 


cieties, which are, as yet, unable 
to relieve the more immediate 
objects of their charity? 

Is there need to seek further 
reasons for the measure which 
has been proposed? I would re- 
fer to the moral history of the 
Eastern world. I would tell of 
that land of slavery, which has 
so long been filled with violence 
and woe to feed the avarice of 
more enlightened nations. I 
would rehearse too the melan- 
choly account of an empire of 
330,000,000, from whom the 
Scriptures have been closed 
with the seal of death. I would 
ask if we have already forgotten 
the tears, we so lately shed over 
the mournful story of Hindoo su- 
perstition and misery? if the dy- 
ing shrieks of the widowed fe- 
male, sinking amid the kindling 
fires of the funeral pile, have 
never reached our ears? if the 
cry of woe, wafted on the eastern 
breeze, has never echoed on our 
shores the horrid name of Jug- 
gernaut! I might recapitulate 
the accounts which are daily 
brought from heathen countries, 
and tell of more than 500,000,000 
of souls, that know nothing of 
the truth as it is in Jesus. I 
might profit by the pious re- 
searches which have been made 
from time to time, and make 
mention of whole nations and 
tribes of men, as good by nature 
as ourselves, who still wander in 
the wilderness without a light 
from heaven. But these things 
are already known. I will only 
ask, to what extent has our coun- 
try obeyed the command of our 
blessed Savior, which is equally 
binding upon Christian nations 
and individuals, to make known 
the blessings of the Gospel to 
every creature? Weare reprov- 
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ed by facts, we are reproved by 
conscience, we are reproved by 
the word of God for having done 
but little; and, if the considera- 
tions, which have been urged, 
have any weight, it may be 
afirmed, that but little can be 
done, in comparison of our duty, 
tilla new, a general, and united 
effort shall be mace. I am aware, 
that on this subject there is need 
of prudence and moderation. I 
know that the day of small things 
is not to be despised; and that a 
Sanguine, adventurous spirit, 
which waits not for calculation, 
and hardly stops at the limits of 
possibility, will at length find dis- 
appointment and defeat. But, is 
it not a sober truth that the world 
is to be evangelized; that the 
Bible is to be translated into ev- 
ery language, and distributed 
among every people under heav- 
en? Ils it not a sober truth that 
we are to be made instruments 
in this work; that we must im- 
part of our substance to carry 
on these great designs of Prov- 
idence? When we see, more- 
over, how much yet remains to 
be done; when we reflect that 
millions are suffering a famine 
of the Word, and that all means, 
hitherto adopted, are incompe- 
tent to tl.eir relief; does it not 
seem also to be a sober truth, 
that a nationai effort, in forming a 
Bible Society of the United 
States, has become, not only ex- 
pedient, but an imperious duty? 

it may be proper to mention 
more distinctly some of the pe- 
cullar advantages of such an In- 
Stituuion—lIt will unite the re- 
sources and influence of ali de- 
nominations, and thus be enabled 
to extend the blessings of the 
Gospel to every part of our own 


hand, and to every class of its in- 
Vou. X. 


habitants. It will make the in- 
fluence of truth commensurate 
with that of ignorance and error. 
I: will afford encouragement and 
aid to the jocal estabiishments 
which are already formed; will 
be able to found new ones as 
auxiliaries, and will ¢ffectually 
remove the objections that are 
made against forming societies 
in the new settlements, that there 
is no parent institution, to which 
information may be communi- 
cated, or from which assistance 
may be obtained. It will save 
much expense in the publication 
of the Scriptures. It will pre- 
vent the inconveniences of that 
complicated system of manage- 
ment, which necessarily attends 
any co-operation Oi various dis- 
tinct societies. Being single 
and unconfined in its movements, 
it will be able to meet any 
particular exigencies with a 
promptness and facility, other- 
wise impossible. Besides, to 
use the language of a respected 
friend, “there is a grandeur ate 
tending a National Association, 
which will win many, and, it may 
be supposed, induce more to 
contribute their property to the 
benevolent purpose, than are 
now attracted by the minor in- 
stitutions,” * 


*I cannot forbear to make known the 
sentiments which have been expressed on 
this subject by a distinguished friend of lit- 
erature and religiou, to whose pious ex- 
ample and beuevolent exertions, vur east- 
ern seminaries and churches are much in- 
debted. ‘For myself, 1 earnestly hope 
the desigu will mect encouragement. 
‘Their cireumseribed influence;’’ [the 
different locai Soeieues] ‘the paucity of 
members ot which they consist, aud the 
comparatively inadequate iunds they pos- 
sess must form stroag arguinents against 
leaving them the whoie ground of such 
labor. There is a graudeur attending a 
National Association, which wili win many, 
and, it may be supposed, induce more to 
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The Institution proposed will 
afford much important assistance 
to our Missionary Socictics. It 
is by no means desirable that 
the object of these Societies 
should be dclayed;and this would 
be the case, if they were occu- 
pied in any distinct employ- 
ments. The concerns of trans- 
lating and publishing the Scrip. 
tures would necessarily lessen 
the number of their Missiona- 
ries, would increase their labor 
and responsibility, would per- 
plex alii their operations. They 
are the proper agents to ascer- 
tain the circumstances of the 
destitute, and receive the Bible 
for distribution. In this sense, 
our Boar) of Commissioners 
calj themselves a “loreign Bi- 
ble Society.” But it is obvious, 
that to procure translators, to 
establish presses, and direct the 
business of publication, would 
far exceed their ability and de- 
sign.* All this, however, would 


contribute their property to the benevo- 
lent purpose, than are now attracted by 
the minor institutions. Yet these, I chink, 
would by no means be neglected. On the 
contrary, a general attention would be ex- 
cited, that, in the end, might embrace 
both the branches and their stock at 
once.” 

* Our correspondent is under some 
misapprehension, as to the design of the 
American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions. It has ever been the 
design of that Board to superintend trans- 
lations of the Scriptures, as soon as this can 
be done with a rational prospect of suc- 
cess. Till that period shall arrive, the 
Board will patronize such translations as 
promise to be of the most immediate 
utility. 

We donot think it correct to say, that 
missionaries and translators should be con- 
fined to their distinct employments. The 
first translators of the Scriptures into any 
new language, we apprehend, should be 
snissionaries; and should have learned the 
language by frequent intercourse with the 
people. Indeed, we do not see how any 
others beside missionaries can, with hope- 
ful prospects, translate the Scriptures ipto 
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be conducted by the proposed 
establishment with comparative- 
ly little trouble or embarrass- 
ment. The work of Missions 
would thereby be not only left 
uninterrupted, but would also be 
relieved from many burdens 
which now oppress it, and be 
continually reinforced with those 
means, which are indispensable 
to its success. The division of 
labor,” says the Christian Ob- 
server,* “has never appeared 
applicable to any department of 
human exertion, more than to 
missionary efforts. The impos- 
sibility of reserving a sufficient 
portion of a general fund for this 
special, and comparatively re- 
mote purpose; the extensive ine 
quiries necessary for procuring 


languages, which have not been previously 
written; and a very large part of the 
human race speak such languages. Near- 
ly all the translations of the Scriptures, 
which have lately engaged the atteution of 
mankind, have been made by missiona- 
vies. It is true, that as translators have 
become more and more employed in the 
work of trauslation, they have necessarily 
become less employed as missionaries; 
but they were fitted by the one employ- 
rent for the other. The natural course 
has been pursued in Bengal. The trans- 
lators obtained an indispensable part of 
their qualifications while they acted as 
missionaries ouly; they have since em- 
barked deeply in the work of translation; 
they have obtained very respectable fuads 
for the work by their own exertions, and 
the exertions of their friends; and now, 
as an immeasurable field opens before 
them, the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety comes forward to their assistance, 
with the most exalted beneficence and 
catholicism. 

But this statement does not weaken the 
argument of our correspondent, as to the 
advantages of a National Bible Society in 
this country. Such an institution would 
be excellently caicalated to patronize the 
publication of the Seriptures in all lan- 
guages. It would merit the hearty sup- 
port of all the friends of all the other reli- 
gious and charitable institutions —- us. 

D. 

* Review of Prof. Dealtry’s Sermon em 

propagating Christianity. 
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persons willing and fit to go up- 
on this most important of all em- 
bassies; the cares and embarrass- 
ments incident to a multiplicity 
of foreign transactions;—-all point 
out here a natural line of division 
for our common labors in the 
Christian cause.” 

It would be a pleasing em- 
ployment to enumerate other ad- 
vantages of this establishment. 
But these will doubtless suggest 
themselves to the minds of all, 
who have an interest in the lead- 
ing object ef my remarks. I 
would not, however, neglect io 
make mention of the noble ex- 
ample which is set before us in 
the “British and Foreign Bible 
Society,” whose success may re- 
move every doubt of the utility 
of a similar establishment in this 
country. The reports of that 
Society are the most interesting 
papers brought before the Chris- 
tian public; and the blessings 
which have come upon it, from 
thousands ready to perish, sup- 
ply the most powerful motives 
of zeal and activity to the friends 
of Zion. It is an institution, 
which may be justly called one 
of the strongest bulwarks of the 
Religion we profess; which the 
Church of Christ may acknowl- 
edge as the firmest pillar of her 
glory, the noblest engine of her 
power. Millions of grateful 
hearts, in every quarter of the 
slobe, daily unite in praise to 
Him, who has given to “the kind 
strangers in England” a dispo- 
sition to spread through every 
nation “the Word that saves 
men’s, souls.” 

With regard to the manner, in 
which a General Society may be 
formed, perhaps nothing can be 


as yet determined. Nor is it 
necessary that any single plan 
should be immediately proposed. 
When the subject shall have 
been fairly considered, and its 
importance generally under- 
stood, we may believe that a 
better way of procedure will be 
discovered by the Providence of 
God than might now be devised. 
Indeed, while the views and pur- 
poses of different, remote por- 
tions of the community are un- 
known, it is impossible-to fix up- 
on any particular method that 
would commend itself to all. 
Let us, then, wait direction from 
Him, “who turneth the hearts of 
men.” J.et us, who rejoice in 
the future glory of the Church, 
renew our prayers, that “He, 
who is the Head, even Christ,” 
may employ this people in the 
great work of Universal reforma- 
tion. Let us quicken our exere 
tions that we may realize the 
blessings we hope from a Na- 
tional Institution, which may 
unite us all in promoting the 
glory of that kingdom, which is 
boundless and everlasting. Who 
of us will not joy to contribute 
to its formation, and to pray for 
its success? Who of us will not 
love to contemplate the happi- 
ness it may dispense to millions 
of our degraded, miserable race? 
Who of us will not delight to 
follow the streams of salvation it 
may send forth to “the dark 
places of the earth,” and to be- 
hold them mingling with the 
waters of that “River of God,’’ 
which has already begun to flow 
through the nations with mercy, 
truth, and righteousness upon 
its peaceful bosom? -N*, 
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For the Panoplist. 


ON PREJUDICE. 


NoTHING is more common, than 
for men of different and opposite 
sentiments, toaccuse each other 
of prejudice. “Itis prejudice,” 
says the infidel, “which induces 
such multitudes to believe the 
Bibie to be a revelation from 
God.” “Itis the blinding influ- 
ence of prejudice, produced by 
education, and an established 
habit of thinking,” exciaims the 
Socinian, “which leads so many 
to profess their belief in the doc- 
trine of the proper Deity of 
Christ, and a trinity of persons 
in the Godhead.” “It is preju- 
dice,” says another, whose con- 
duct is thought to be suspicious, 
and whose religion is calied in 
question, “which causes many 
good people to give an unfavor- 
able representation of my char- 
acter, and to withhold from me 
their charity,” This practice of 
charging others with prejudice 
is a short method of answering 
their arguments, and an expedi- 
ent easily adopted for the pur- 
pose of casting odium upon their 
opinions. It is far eusier, than 
for a man to defend his own po- 
sitions, and confute those of his 
opponent; and less arduous, in 
Many Cases, than, by an appeal 
to facts, to vindicate iis charac- 
ter irom the imputations brought 
against it. 

‘Lata person may be able to 
deteimuine, whether or not preju- 
dice may justly be attribu.cc so 
him, it is important that he 
Shuu.a examine its natur., its 
Causes, and its effects. aiid faitae 
fuily scrutinize his neat to de- 
tect at.) Every lover of uth 
will deplore any wrong bias yiv. 
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en to his judgment, and will de- 
sire ever to be in such a state of 
mind as that he may thoroughly 
investigate, and candidly weigh, 
all the evidence which he can 
obtain for settling his opinions 
and directing his conduct. 

Prejudice has its seat in the 
depravity of the human heart. In 
this corrupt fountain are found 
selfishness, pride, envy, hatred, 
and a multitude of other malig- 
nant passions. Whenever the 
mind is under the controlling in- 
fluence of either of these pas- 
sions, it is prejudiced. A man 
in this state will neither attend 
to nor admit the force of evi- 
dence, which, if duly estimated, 
would persuade him to desist 
from the object, which he is 
now pursuing; because he ap- 
prehends the accomplishment of 
this object will greatly promote 
his own interest and honor He 
is determined, that the object 
shall not be relinquished, The 
most convincing proof, tiat it 
oughe to be abanduncd, will then 
pass by him like the wind, and 
the understanding will be con- 
strained to bow implicitly to the 
will. 

He has adopted an opinion, for 
instance, to which he is extreme- 
ly attached because it 1s his own, 
or because he thinks it highly 
honorable to him. His passions 
are cuiisted to defend and main- 
tain it. Consequently, there is 
no evidence or argument to 
which he is at ail incimed to lis- 
ten, which dues not corroborate 
his preconceived opinion. The 
reasvii of this is, that he is too 
much interested, or too proud, 
lv acKiiowledge that he is in an 
error 

He has found his own interest 
and reputation concerned, per- 
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haps, in recommending or de- 
preciating the character of a- 
nother. He will, then, in the 
most spirited manner repel ev- 
ery representation, which does 
not comport with his previous 
interested views, however seri- 
ous it may be in its nature, and 
by whatever authority it may be 
attested. 

Prejudice disinclines the mind 
to examine fully, and to appre- 
ciate fairly, the evidence which 
makes against any favorite con- 
clusion. Wherever it operates, 
the judgment is bribed by pas- 
sion. The pure mind of an an- 
gel views all the objeets of its 
knowledge as they are, and esti- 
mates them accordingly. Buta 
man, under the influence of pre- 
judice, misrepresents the sub- 
jects of hisattention. He mag- 
nifies every circumstance and 
argument, which falls in with his 
corrupt desires, while every 
thing of a contrary description 
he labors to reduce to the low- 
est possible account. The fear 
of being charged with inconsis- 
tency, or of being constrained to 
own, that men differing from him 
in their tastes and opinions, are 
more commendable for their 
wisdom, discernment, and cor- 
rectness, than himself, deter- 
mines him not to renounce his 
sentiments, however erroneous, 
and not to alter his conduct, how- 
ever culpable. The genuine 
expression of his feelings is, “I 
have thought so hitherto, and 
will think so stiil.”’ 

But the truly candid man, 
whose mind is open to’ convic- 
tion, instéad of justifying him- 
self, will ingenuousiy acknowl- 
edge his error, whenever evi- 
dence is presented, which, if 
weighed in the balance of truth, 


preponderates against an article 
of his belief, or reproves any 
part of his character. Yet he is 
not to be accused of prejudice 
for refusing to renounce an opin- 
ion, or discard a doctrine, upon 
the exhibition of proof which 
seems to militate against it, un- 
less such proof does in fact out- 
weigh the evidence upon which 
he had before grounded his con- 
clusions. 

The subject is too extensive 
to be fully treated in the present 
paper. I would therefore con- 
clude by observing, that an hon- 
est, benevolent and pious heart 
is the only effectual remedy for 
prejudice. With such hearts 
let us come to the light of divine 
truth, that we may see whether 
or not our deeds are wrought in 
God. D. 


For the Panoplist.. 


ON ADMONITION. 


Mr. Editor, 


In reading the piece “On the duty of 
admonition,” in the Panoplist for Nov. 
last, page 450, I was very forcibly remind- 
ed of a transaction, which took place about 
three years ago, and which | then peaned 
down under the head of Good ettects of 
seasonable admonition.” As the narrative 
is calculated to impress the remarks of the 
writer of that piece more deeply on the 
mind, and may possibly influence some of 
the readers of your excellent work to ad- 
minister reproof and advice to the vicious 
and profane, | shall submit to your disposal 
what I then wrote, assuring you it is a 
faithful statement of facts. | 


Beinc called to transact some 
business upon a wharf in one of 
our large towns, I was grieved 
to hear some workmen, at a lit- 
tle distance, talking with much 
anger, and uttering most dread- 
ful oaths and iniprecations. Di- 
recting my attention to the place, 
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I noticed a person who appear- 
ed to be superintending tie bus- 
iness, in which the men were 
empluyed, and hoped he would 
put a stop to their shocking pro- 
fanity. Being disappointed, I 
went to him and requested that 
he would interpose his authority, 
and check the profane language 
of his workmen. He made no re- 
ply; but suddenly turned to them, 
and swore, tf they did not desist, 
they should leave the wharf. 1im- 
mediately addressed one of the 
men, and told hii, in as solemn 
a manner as I could, the awful 
consequence of such conduct, if 
unrepented of. He endeavored 
to justify himself, by alleging 
that he had been abused by one 
of his feliow-laborers. I repli- 
ed, that he could not be justified 
in using such language, what- 
ever might be the provocation, 
and returned to my own busi- 
ness. 

They ceased their angry and 
profane talk for a time; but from 
their mutterings and malicious 
Jooks at each other, I foresaw a 
quarrel would ensue; and soon 
heard them talking again in a 
Joud and passionate manner. I 
instantly hastened to the spot, 
just in season to step between 
two, who were upon the point of 
coming to blows. They were 
uttering the most tremendous 
oaths. Several persons were 
standing by, silently witnessing 
their behavior. I expressed my 
astonishment, and abhorrence of 
their conduct; and reminded 
them of the solemn account they 
Must one day give of their 
worse than idle words. I en- 
treated them to desist, and seri- 
ously reflect on what they were 
doing. 
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The youngest of the two, the 
one I had previously addressed, 
turned and walked off. The 
other, a man more than filty 
years of age, attempted to ex- 
cuse his conduct, by declaring 
he had been abused and provok- 
ed by the other. No excuse, 
said I, can justify or palliate such 
a proceeding. Would you dare 
to offer this plea at the bar of 
future retribution? This address 
had the effect to calm his pas- 
sions; and he replied in a mod- 
erate tone, I do not know that 
it is right. With a firmness. 
unusual to me I rejoined, you 
know itis wrong. We expect 
a better example than this from 
one of your years. You ought 
to remember, that you must not 
only give an account of such 
conduct in the day of judgment, 
but answer for all the pernicious 
effects your example may have 
upon others. 

Having delivered this reproof, 
I left the man to his own reflec- 
tions; and had not proceeded iar 
before the other met me in tears, 
and said, he was heartily sorry 
that he had Kurt my feelings, and 
hoped I would forgive him. I 
assured him that I felt no ill 
will towards him; that what I 
had saidand done was designed 
for his good; and directed 
him to consider, that the sins 
of that day, and all the sins of his 
life, had been committed against 
God; that to him he must make 
confession of his guilt; and that 
Without sincere repentance and 
reformation, he would certainly 
feel the weight of God’s eter- 
nal wrath. O/ said he, the tears 
still flowing from his eyes, J 
know Ihave sinned; Iama great 
stnner; IThope I shall never be 9 
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foolish and wicked again, If I 
had not been stopified, perhafs I 
should have killed that man, or 
he me; and then what would have 
become of my froor soul! That, 
said I, is a solemn consideration. 
Would not God have done just- 
ly to have cast you down to the 
regions of darkness and de- 
spair? Yes, replied he, he would, 


for Tama great sinner. I as- 


sured him it gave me much sat- 
isfaction to find he was sorry for 
his conduct; but added, there 
was reason to fear he would 
again indulge his evil passions, 
and profane the name of God. 
With sighs and tears, he repli- 
ed, LThofie you will never hear 
of my conducting so again. 
What you sey may proceed from 


BIBLE SOCIETY IN TRE COUNTY OF MID- 
DLESEX. 


in consequence of a notice previously 
given in the newspapers, a number of 
gentlemen from different parts of Middle- 
sex county met at Concord, on the 8th 
ult. for the purpose of forming a bible 
Society in that county, Afier a vuil dis- 
cussiou of the subject, it was determined 
to be expedient to form such a society; 
but as the notice was thought not to have 
been sufficiently general, the meeting was 
adjourned to the 16thimst. then to meet 
st the same place for the further consid- 
eration of the same important business. 

The Rev. Dr, Stearns of Lincoln was 
Moderator of the meeting, and Samuel 
Hoar, jun. Esq. Clerk. 

A Committee was appointed to prepare 
a constitution, and report it at the adjoura- 
ed meeting, consisting of the following 
gentlemen; Gen. John Brooks, the Rev. 
Mr. Ripley, of Concord, the Rey Dr. 
-Vorse, the Rev. .bér. Stearus, of Bed- 
ford, the Hon. Asahel Stearns, Esq. the 
Rev. Professor M’Kean, and Dr. 
Grosvenor Tarbell. : 

The same Committee were directed to 
send a circular letter on the subject to 


the heart, I added, but your fu- 
ture life alone can satisfy others 
of your sincerity. He thanked 
me for my interference, reproof, 
and advice. 

About a year after the above 
transaction, I had opportunity to 
see this person again; reminded 
him of what is here related; and 
inquired if what was said to bim 
on that occasion had produced 
any permanent effect. He had 
a distinct recollection of the cir- 
cumstances, and assured me, 
that the refiroof he received made 
a deefi and lusting impression ufi- 
on ais mind; that he had never 
used any fircfane language since; 
ard that he had frequently ad- 
monished others on account df 
their frefunitye 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


every clergyman in the county, to be 
cominunicated to the people of his charge 
as he should think proper. 

The meeting was opened with prayer 
by the Rev. Moderator. 

"Ou the 16th inst. a respectable number 
of gentlemen from the most distant, as 
well as the more central, parts of the 
county aasembled according to adjourn- 
ment. It was determined, without a dis- 
senting voice, that the persons present 
would then proceed to form themselves 
into the contemplated Society. 

The Conmmiiiee previously appointed 
for that purpose then reported a Consti- 
tution, which, after discussion and amend- 
ment, was unanimously adopted as 
follow s: 

CONSTITUTION. 
Wuerras the general diffusion of the 
Ifoty Seriptures is the great mean of pro- 
moting the temporal and spiritual inter- 
ests of man, we the subseribers associate 
for that end and adopt the following Con- 
stitution. 

I. This Society shall be styled, THs 
BIPLE SOCIETY IN THE COUNTY OF MIb- 
DLESEX. 

II. The sole object of the Society shal 
be the disuribution of the Hely Seriptures. 
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In the first place, a principal regard shall 
be had to the supply of those in Siidiile- 
sex county, who are destitute of the 
Scriptures and unable to purchase them. 
When this county shali be well supplied, 
the Society, should any surplus means be 
left in their hands, wil direet their efforts 
wherever they appear to be most needed. 

‘The common version without note or 
eommeut is the only one, which shail be 
distributed in the English language. 
Whenever the Society shall assist in the 
distribution of the Seriptures in other 
languages, the version above mentioned 
shall be the guide in the selection of the 
versions in said languages, which shail, 
also, be distributed withcut note or com- 
ment. 

Ill. Every person who engages to pay 
eve dollar annually, shal be a member of 
the Society so long as his or her sub- 
scription shall be paid. Every pers n, 
who shall pay twenty dollars at any one 
time, shall be a member for life; and two 
thirds of all the payments made by mem- 
bers for life, shall be appropriated to form 
a permanent fund, the annual income of 
which shall be expended in prom: ting 
the objects of the Society. Any sun of 
money will be thanktully received, and 
religiously applied to the purposes of the 
institution. Whenever donors shall pre- 
scribe the direction of their donation to 
the general fund, or for immediate dis- 
tribution, their desires shall be complied 
with. 

IV. The officers of the Society shall be 
a President, as many Vice Presidents as 
the Society shall see fit to appoint at any 
general meeting, a Correspon. ing Secre- 
tary, a Recording Secretary, a Treasurer, 
an Auditor, and a Board of Directors con- 
sisting of seven persons; all of whom shall 
be chosen annuaily by ballot. ‘Che other 
officers named, shall be at liberty to at- 
tend, and act, at all meetings of the Board 
of Directors. The names of the several 
officers, except that of the Board of Di- 
rectors, sufficiently express their several 
duties. : 

It shall be the duty of the Board of 

rectors to superintend the purchase and 
distribution of Bibles and Testaments; to 
appoint committees in the several towns, 
parishes and districts of the county for the 
purpose of facilitating the distribution of 
the Scriptures; to draw orders on the 

reasurer; and in general to transact all 
the executive business of the Society. ‘The 
Board of Pireetors shall appoint a Seere- 
tary of their own body, whose duty it shall 
be to keep a fair record of their proceed- 
ings, which record shall at all times be 
epen to the inspection of the Society. 

The Board of Directors, and the Tfeas- 


Bible Society in the County of Middlesex. 
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urer, shall make reports, respectively, td 
the Society at cvery annual meeting. 

The Officers shall hold their offices till 
others are chosen in their stead. 

V. The Society shall hold an annual 
meeting on the last Weduesday of April, 
at such place, as shall be appointed at the 
preceding annual ineeting. At each an- 
nual meeting, a sermon slhiall be preached, 
or an address delivered, by some member 
of the Society previously chosen sor that 
purpose at the annual meeting; and, af- 
ter the religious exercises, a collection 
shall be made for the benefit of the Soci- 
ety’s funds. 

VI. Twenty, one members shall be ne- 
cessary to constitute a quorum to transact 
business, at any annual meeting. 

VIL. The Society shall aim to accom- 
plish their object as well by furnishing 
Bibles at reduced prices to the well dis- 
posed, whose means are small, and who 
have adesire to do what they can, as by 
giving to the destitute. 

VIlf. Any alteration of this Constitu- 
tion, if proposed by the unanimous voice 
of the Board of Direetors, may be adopt- 
ed by a major vote at any anaual meet- 
ing; and any alteration proposed by any 
member of the Society at an annual meet- 
ing, may be adopted by a major vote at a 
subsequent annual meeting. 

The Soviety voted to choose five Vice 
Presidents at the present meeting, and 
proceeded to the election of officers, when 
the following gentlemen were chosen; 
viz. 


Gen. Joun Brooks, of Medford, Pres. 
‘The Rev. Cuarves Stearns, D. D. of 
Lincoln, 
The Rev. Ezra Riptey, of Concord, 
‘The Rev. Daniet Cuapiin, of Groton, 
The Rey. Paut Lircuriexp, of Carlisle, 
and 
The Rev. Jeprptan Morse, D. D. of 
Charlestown, 
Vice Presidents.* 


Mr. Levi Hener, Professor in Harvard 


College, Corresponding Secretary. 

SamveL Hoar, jun. Esq. of Concord, 
Recording Secretary. 

Dea. Joun Waite, of Concord, T'reas. 

Dr. Wray, of Chelmsford, 
Auditor. 

Dr. Isaac Hurp, of Concord, 

The Rev. Samuet Stearns, of Bedford, 

The Hon. Asanet Stearns, Esq. of 
Chelmsford, 

Dr. Grosvenor TARBELL, of Lincoln, 


* The Vice Presidents and Directors 
are intended to be arranged according te 
seniority. 
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The Rev. Jospru M’Kean, Professor in 
Harvard College, 
The Rev. Wittiam Coxttier, of Charles- 
town 
JEREMIAH Evarts, Esq. of Charlestewn, 
Directors. 


The first annual meeting of the Society 
will be held at Concord, en the last Wed- 
nesday of April, 1815. The Rev. Charles 
Stearns, D. D. was appoiuted to preach on 
the occasion; and the Rev. Samuel 
Stearns was appointed his substitute. The 
business of the meeting was conducted 
with great harmo iy, aud the members of 
the Society sep rated with a strong con- 
viction that their united exertions would 
be attended with the most desirable 
effecis. 

It is expected that the Board of Direc- 
tors willsoon enter upon some plan ealeu- 
lated to draw forth the benevolence of 
individuals in all parts of the county, and 
to supply the wants of the destitute. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBIg SOCIETY. 


Tre Ninth Annual Report of this illus- 
trious Society has been reprinted in 
New York by Messrs. Whiting and 
Watson, in a neat duodecimo form. 
We are happy to announce it to the re- 
ligious public, and hope the patronage 
will be sufficient to insure a republica- 
tion of all future reports of that Society. 
We now present our readers with the 
cash accounts of the Society for the 
year which ended, on March 31, 1813, 
expressing the various sums in Dollars 
and cents, at the rate of G4 44 to a 
pound sterling. Ep. 


RECEIPTS. 
Annual subscrip- 

tions, 18,203 52 
Donations and 

lite subscriptions, 18,958 00 


Congregational 
collections, 5,h17 27—42,278 79 
Legacies, 5,060 60 

Dividends on 


Stock, (deducting 
the property tax,) 1,559 77 
Property tax re- 
turned, 183 21 
Interest on ex- 
chequer bills, 2,609 83—-4,352 81 
Remittances from Auxiliary 
Societies, 
From the Edinburgh Bible 
Society, in aid of printing the 
Icelandic Bible atCopenhagen, 222 22 


244,885 30 





Carried forward $296,799 12 
Vou. X. 


Brought forward $296,799 12 
Insurance on account of the 
loss by the Elizabeth for Ben- 


gal, 444 44 





Total Net Receipts, exclu- 

sive of sales, oe $207,243 56 
Received by sales, viz. 
For Bibles and 

Testaments 42,332 94 
For use of stere- 

otype plates of the 

French Bible 166 67 
For Annual Re- 

ports, 57 05—42,556 66 
Total Net Receipts, in- 

clusive of sales, _— 359,800 22 


For exchequer 
bills sold, 

Bills not dae, in 
the Treasurer's 
hands at the last 
audit, 5,847 39 

Cash in the 
Treasurer’s hands, 
at the last audit, 


59,258 21 


791 43—65,897 03 
Grand Total $405,697 25 





PAYMENTS. 

For Bibles and Testaments in various 
languages, and binding ditto, viz. 
English, Welsh, and Gaelic, $195,926 76 
Irish Testaments, 878 02 





German Bibles, 2,792 39 
Testaments, 3,478 30 
Portuguese Testaments, 1,145 39 
Italian Testaments, 658 89 
French Bibles, 3,876 42 
Testaments, 175 99 





Swedish Bibles and Testaments, 263 22 





Dutch Bibles, 1,482 72 

Testaments, 845 O04 
Icelandic Bibles, 888 89 
Arabic Bibles, 130 06 
Fsquimaux Gospels, 238 93 
Finnish Testaments, 24 44 
Hebrew Bibles, 1,144 43 
Ancient Versions for India, 1,502 50 
Modern Greek Testaments, 1,906 24 


To the Corresponding “my 
Committee in Bengal, ad- 
ditional grant, voted March 
7, 1812, $8,888 89 

To the same 
Commmittee _in- 
vested in Bibles, 
Testaments, and 
printing _—s paper, 
including 2000 
reams, voted as an 





Carried forward $8,888 89 $§247,528 63 
17 
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$8,888 89 $217,328 63 
additional grant on 
account of the loss 
susiained by the 
fire at Serampore, 27,473 87—36,362 76 
For translating, privuting and 
circulating the Holy Scriptures 
in the Chinese language, by 
the Rev. Robert Morrison of 


Canton, 2,222 22 
To the Hibernian Bible So- 
ciety, 2,222 22 


To Foreign Bible Societies, viz. 
Berlin, in aid of printing Bo- 
hemian Bibles 1,333 33 
Abo, for Finnish 
Bibles, 3,333 35 
Stockholm, for 
distribution of Swe- 
dish Seryptures to 
to the poor, 1,333 33 
New Jersey, 444 45 
Philadelphia, in 
aid of English cast 
stereotype plates 
for a Bible, 444 45—6,888 89 
' To the Rev. E. Henderson, 
for superintending the privt- 
ing of the Icelandic Bibie, at 
Copenhagen $444 44 
For Bibles and 
Testaments to be 
circulated in vari- 
ous parts of the 
éeontinent of Eu- 
rope, as directed 
by the Rev. Mr. 
Stcinkopff, in his 
late tour, at the 
request of the 
Committee, 12,055 56—12,500 00 





$277,524 72 
The following expenses 
may be considered as ineiden- 
tal, viz. 
Tothe Rev. J. Paterson for 
various important services re- 
lating to the Swedish and La- 
ponese Seriptures, and for ex- 
penses incurred in correspon- 
dence in 1811, 973 33 
To the same on account of 
travelling and other charges, 
fn Sweden, Finland, and Rus- 
sia, in 1812, connected with 
the formation of the Bible So- 
eieties at Abo and St. Peters- 
burgh, 888 89 
To the Rev. Mr. Steinkopff, 





Carried forward $279,386 94 


Marcu, 


Brought forward $279,386 94 
as travelling expenses on bis 
tour including losses on ex- 


change at various places, 1,422 22 
Travelling expenses of the 

Secretaries, attending the 

meetings of the Auxiliary So- 

cieties, 1,536 42 
Salary of Assistant Secre- 

tary, 1,111 11 


Gratuity to the Assistant 
Secretary, for the two last 
years, 444 44 

Commission to Depositary 
upon $96,725 92, (being the 
amount of the Bibles issued, at 
reduced prices,) at 5 per cent, 
including warehouse _ rent, 
packing paper, cord, and por- 
terage, 4,836 22 

Per centage on collecting 
annual subscriptions, at 5 per 
cent, 911 33 

For completing 20,000 an- 
nual reports for the cighth 
year, and 9,500 without the 
appendix, 

Completing 20,000 smmma- 
ries for 2812; 39,000 brief 
views; and 20,000 circulars, 
containing regulations and ex- 
tracts from correspondence, 

For paper and printing on 
account of 20,000 copies of the 
ninth annual report, 

Shipping charges, export 
duty, freight, carriage, and 
packing of donations ot Bibles, 
Testaments, annual reports, 
and sundry other parcels, 

Insurance on goods shipped, 
and on the Society’s property 
from risk of fire, 680 02 

Stationary, stamps, &e. 299 24 

Use of Freemasons’ Hall for 
annual meeting; fitting up do; 
repairs of furniture damaged, 
and other expenses on that 
Oecasion, 147 83 

Advertising, and inserting an 
account of the annual meeting, 
in some of the principal Lon- 
don newspapers, 272 84 

Use of rooms for the com- 
mittee, and other purposes of 
the Society, and for the Soei- 
ety’s Library and _ care 
thereof, 479 67 

General Disbursements, in- 
eluding postages from auxiliary 


5,498 30 


1,668 34 


6,612 78 





Carried forward $307,226 0@ 
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Brought forward $307,226 00 
societies, Kc. messengers, and 
other incidental expenses, 1,648 26 

Total Net Payments.* $308,874 26 

Purchase of Exchequer Bills, 
bills in the hands of the Treas- 
urer not yet due, and cash in 
the hands of the Treasurer, 
in the whole amountingto, 96,822 99 

BA05,697 25 

Besides the above balanee ot $96,822 99 
the Society possessed different kinds of 
stock, estimated to be worth $34,084 86; 
making, in the whole, a balance on hand 
of $130,907 $5. ‘The receipts, during 
the ninth year, exceeded the expendi- 
tures by nearly $31,000. 

The Society was, at the time of printiag 
the report, under engagements, which 
would fall due in 1813, to the amount of 
abeut $155,000. 


NORFOLK BIBLE SOCIETY. 


We are happy to publish the following 
address, and abstract of the Constitution 
of a Bible Society lately formed at Nor- 
folk, ( Vir.) 


ADDRESS OF THE MANAGERS. 


A Society having been lately establish- 
ed in this place under the title of “rue 
NORFOLK BIBLE SOCIETY,” the managers 
submit its constitution to the public, and 
earnestly invite their aid and co-operation 
in the advancement of its design. 

The object of this Society, (as will be 
seen by the 2d article) is simply to dis- 
tribute Bibles and Testaments to the 
Poor of this Borough and of the neigh- 
boring counties, and also to furnish con- 
tributions to the Bible Society of Virginia, 
to aid the design of that institution, “the 
distribution of Bibles and Testaments ¢o 
the Poor of our country and to the Heath- 
en. 

After this simple statement, it would 
seem entirely unnecessary to say any 
thing to recommend a plan of such obvi- 
ous utility to the best interests of man- 
kind. If the Gospel is indeed the power 
of God unto salvation te every one that 

elieveth, can it remain a question, wheth- 
er it is our duty to use our utmost exer- 
tions for its diffusion? Can there be any 
charity of such plain and certain beney- 
olence, as that which disseminates the 


* There is an error of nearly $4 in 
this amount; but it is not thought neces- 
sary to go over the whole process in order 
te deteet so small a mistake. 


means of life eternal? Or is there one 
which can appeal with fairer hopes to the 
blessing of our Creator, who will have all 
men to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth; and who has established his Gos- 
pel as the medium of faith, and the in- 
strument of grace? 

But if it is thus our duty to diffuse the 
word of God to all mankind, is it not pe- 
culiarly our duty to distribute it to the 
Poor? Let us consider their situation in 
life, and remember that God who has 
given us the means of benevolence, and 
we shall feel at once the duty and the 
delight of providing for their happiness. 
Buc in what manner ean we do this, more 
certainly and more etfectualiy, than 
giving thera this blessed volame of glad 
tidixgs, with all its hopes and consola- 
tions, to cheer their fire-sides aad their 
bosoms? And let us remember that our 
Lord and Savior has made it one of the 
pecuiiar distinctions of his religion, and 
one of the strongest evidences,of his own 
divinity, that the “Poor have the Gospel 
preached to them.” 

If any further motive could be wanting 
to animate our zeal, we might find it in 
the fact, that the present time seems to 
be the era of such exertions. It is but 
little more than ten years* since the 
‘British and Foreign Bible Society,” 
established in the metropolis of Great 
Britain, upon a broad and liberal plan, 
first called the attention of the world to 
this subject; and similar institutions, in 
great numbers, have already been form- 
ed, and are daily forming, in that country, 
on the continent, and in these United 
States. Atthis very moment, the Bible 
Society of Virginia, established in our 
own metropolis, stretches forth her hand, 
and invites Our co-operation in her benev- 
olent design. Never before were there 
such zeal and such unanimity, smong 
Christians of all countries and denomina- 
tions, to diffuse the blessings of their 
common religion. Never before were 
their exertions so signally favored by 
Heaven. Now then, when our fellow 
Christians are every where rising around 
us, as by a divine impulse, in the service 
of our Creator, is it possible for us te ob- 
serve the progress of their toils, without 
feeling the generous ambition to partici- 
pate in their exertions and their reward? 

It is therefore with the clearest convic- 
tion of duty, and the fullest assurance of 
suceess, that we eall upon our fellow 
Christians, of all churches and denomina- 
tions to unite with us in this institution. 
It is not the work of a seet, or of a party. 
It is the cause of Christianity, of man- 
kind, and of Heaven. Let us engage with 


* Jtis not quite ten.years. En. 
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sincerity, with zeal, and with constancy, 
in the work before us, and the blessing 
of God will be upon ourselves and upon 
our labors. 


The following is an abstract of the 
Constitution. 

The title of this Society shall be “THE 
NORFOLK BIBLE SOCIETY.” 

2. The object of this Society is to dis- 

‘tribute Bibles and Testaments to the Poor 

of this Borough, and of the neighboring 
¢ounties; and also to furnish contributions 
to the Bible Society of Virginia, to aid the 
design of that institution, ‘the distribution 
of Bibles and Testaments to the Poor of 
eur country, and to the Heathen.” - 

3. The Bibles and Testaments distribu- 
ted, shall be such as are in common use, 
without note or comment. 

They shall also be stamped in some 
manner, at the discretion of the mana- 
gers, to prevent persons from transfer- 
s them improperly. 

rt. 4th specifies the officers and the 
time of election. 

Art. 5th prescribes the_meetings of the 
managers. 

6. In case of the resi 
or disability of any o 
vacancy may be opp 


ing managers until t 
tion. 

7. Persons of every religious creed or 
denomination may become members of 
this Society, upon paying Two Dollars 
subscription money, and binding them- 
selves to pay the same sum annually, so 
long as they choose to continue members. 
The payment of Twenty-Five Dollars, 
however, in advance, shall constitute any 
person a member for life, without further 
contribution. 

Art. 8th prescribes the duties of the 
managers. 

Art. 9th fixes the time and place of the 
annual meeting. 

Art. 10th specifies the mode of calling 
special mectings. 

431. Two-thirds of the members of the 
Society may make alterations in this Con- 
stitution, when it may be expedient; ex- 
cept that the first section of the third ar- 
ticle shall be unchangeable. 

Art. 12th regulates general meetings of 
the Society. 







n, or death, 
anagers, the 
lied by the remain- 
e next general elec- 


The following gentlemen are chosen 
officers for the present year. As their 
titles are omitted in their official publica- 
tion, we are unable to supply them. 

James Nimmo, Pres. 

Wrauieur Soutrueates, Vice Pres. 
Wixtiram Maxwett, Cor. Sec. 
Wiruiam T. Nivison, Rec. Sec. 
Joun M‘Puait, T'reas. 

Joun D. Paxton, 


Riesary L. Green, 

James MiTcHect, 

Wiiiam K. MAckrnver, 
Rosertr RoBertTson, 

Gezorce W. Camp, 

Antuur Coorer, Managers, 


The following paragraphs are extracted 
from a communication addressed to the 
Editor of the Nortolk Herald by a ““Mem- 
ber” of the Society. 

“But some perhaps may not be fully 
aware that there is auy very pressing ne- 
cessity for this work of benevolence, 
Would to Heaven it were indeed the fact, 
that our labors were entirely superfluous' 
But any man at all acquainted with the 
actual state of this Commonwealth, and 
even ef our neighborinood, to look no fur- 
ther, will see that it is far otherwise.— 
The truth is, and it is a shameful and 
mournful fact, that while too many neg- 
lect to read the Bibles which they have, 
many others among us have no Bibles to 
read. There is indeed a dearth, if not 
an actual famine, of the word ofthe Lord. 
I appeal to the knowledge of our Baptist 
and Methodist friends, and other Mission- 
aries, who have gone out with admirable 
zeal into the hedges and highways of our 
States to bring in stray sheep to the fold 
of our Great Shepherd.— They have done 
much, it is true, and they deserve the 
thanks of all Christians for what they have 
done. But much is still left for us todo. 
—We must but the Bible into the hands 
of every poor man within our reach. The 
poor must have the Gospel not only preach- 
ed unto them, but put into their hands. 
They must not be left to drivk life at the 
muddy stream defiled by ignorant man, 
but must be led up to the sacred fountain 
itself, to quench their thirst with water 
from the rock. 

‘If the field then is thus open to us, have 
we nota right to anticipate that our exer- 
tions will be highly useful to the commu- 
nity, as well as honorable to ourselves? 
Sir, they cannot fail to be so. The Socie- 
ty will and must prosper. It will have a 
tendency, small and feeble as it may be, to 
excite the attention of Christians, to stim- 
ulate their zeal, and unite them more 
closely in the sacred bands of Christian 
friendship, presenting a solemn and inter- 
esting object worthy of their common 
counsels and labors.—It may perhaps a- 
wake the negligent from their sleep, and 
draw them home toa closer inspection ef 
that blessed volume which we invite them 
to diffuse. Nay, Sir, may we not be al- 
lowed to hope, that by God’s blessing, it 
may prove, “the savor of life unto life’’ to 
some, many, who are now in the shadow 
of death?—-This is not merely speculation; 
it is experience, These happy effects 


Marcu, 
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have already and uniformly followed sim- 
ilar institutions in other parts of the world, 
aud may, therefore, be fairly anticipated 
from ours. 

“There is one difficulty indeed, Sir, 
which we shall have to encounter at the 
beginning, and I confess it wears a formid- 
able face. But we shall conquer it, and 
even make it subservient to new purposes 
of utility. This difficulty is, tiiat many of 
the poor, to whom the Bible should be 

iven, are unable to read. No matter, 
Sir. Put it into their hands. It will 
teach itself. Let the mangers take care 
to press upon them the duty, nay, the 
awful necessity of their knowing its con- 
tents, and I persuade mysc.é that they 
will (in some instances at least) take pains 
to learn. Put an iron chest into the hands 
of any man, and tell him that there 1s gold 
within which he may have, and he will 
soon find a key to open it. Put the Bible 
into the hand of an iliiterate man, and 
make him duly sensibie of the inestimable 
value of the treasure it contains;—- 
a treasure which we are told upon the 
highest authority is “more to be desired 
than gold, yeathan much fine gold”—and 
I hope he will soon find the way to read it. 
The Bible will thus furnish a powerful mo- 
tive for him to learn himself, or at least 
to have his children taught. But he is 
poor! The means willnever be wanting 
to vehement desire. Benevoleiice, ani- 
mated by zeal to diffuse the werd of God, 
will hasten to provide them.—Churches 
and schools will rise together around us. 
Religion and knowledge will go hand in 
hand through our State, diffusing their 
blessings on every side. The solitary place 
will be glad for them, and the forest and 
the mountain will rejoice and blossom as 
the rose. Indeed, Mr. Editor, cons‘der 
the subject in its true spirit, and it is not 
a jot too bold tosay, that the Bible Society 
of Virginia may be designed in the Provi- 
dence of God, to be the seminal prineiple, 
the little grain of mustard seed, of a great 
moral revolution, whose future inerease 
may yield an ample harvest of blessings to 
eur latest posterity. 

*‘After all, if any one shall smile at my 
ern gap in promising such magnifi- 
sent effects from such simple causes, I 
shall beg that gentleman to remember, 
that I count, as I have a right to count, 
upon the assistance and blessing of Jeho- 
vah. It is hisown work. He has inspir- 
ed it, and he will biess it. He*has already 
distinguished it with no doubtful marks of 
his approbation and favor. Will any man 
then say, that the means are unequal to 
the end? Sir, look at the history of the 
world. It isthe delight, the prerogative 
of the Deity to accomplish great things by 
little means. It has already pleased God, 


the foolishness of preaching, to effect 
the most sublime revolution thaf ever 
blessed the world, the introduction of 
Christianity: and if there is truth in his 
word, he will use the same simple instru- 
ment to accomplish the still greater mira- 
cle of his grace, in the moral regeneration 
of mankind. 

“The present time too is pointed out by 
the finger of God, as the peculiar season 
for such exertions. The sure word of 
prophecy is upon the eve ofits accomplish - 
ment, when the Gospel shall be publish- 
ed to all nations, to prepare the way for 
the harvest of the Lord.—Now then is the 
golden moment for Christians to exert 
themselves with the certain prospect of 
success. ‘he whole moral world is al- 
ready in motion. The impulse has been 
given by a Divine hand, and the finger of 
a child may continue its progress. 

‘Let Christians of all denominations, 
then, come forward with one mind and 
spirit, to engage iu the sacred work to 
which they are invited. 

“i know we shail have to encounter diffi- 
culties, chiefly in the beginning We 
must prepare ourselves to meet the hos- 
tility of infidels, the ridicule of scorners, 
and whatis perhaps still more painful and 
discouraging, the calm indifference of pro- 
fessing Christiaus. None of these things 
must move us. We must set our faces 
as a flint. Let us march at once. The 
Spirit of the Lord calls to us from the 
throne, ‘Go on, I will be with you.’ ” 

We have published the foregoing ex- 
tracts, constitution, &c. both on account of 
their intrinsie excellence, and because it 
is desirable, that our readers should be 
informed how ieading individuals, in differ- 
ent parts of the country, feel in relation 
to the great subject of evangelizing the 
world. Let the North and the South ani- 
mate each other in the great work in 
which all are invited to engage, and for 
which the labors of all will mot be more 
than sufficient. 


CONNECTICUT BIBLE SUOUIETY. 


Ws have been sometime desirous of pre- 
senting our readers with an abstract of 
the latest reports of several Bible Socie- 
ties in this country. The press of other 
matter has deferred such an abstract till 
now. We first take up the fourth annual 
report of the Connecticut Bible Socicty; 
a Society which justly ranks high among 
similar institutions for the zeal, intelli- 
gence, and activity, with which its affairs 
have been conducted. Ep. 


The Directing Committee reported te 
the Society, at the anaual meeting ia 
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May last;—That the exertions of the 
Committee had been attended with as 
great success as could reasonably be ex- 
pected; that the objects of the Society’s 
beneficence in the state of Connecticut 
had been supplied, so far as they had 
come to the knowledge of the Committee, 
and the word of salvation had been sent 
to many of the destitute in other states; 
that this precious gift had been received 
with gratitude; and that pleasing ac- 
counts had been réceived, not only of the 
grateful reception of Bibles, but of the 
divine blessing, which had accompanied 
this exalted charity. 

The Committee state the truly liberal 
and enlarged views of the Society, in the 
following words: 

“To supply the poor of this state is 
considered a primary object. But the 
benevolence of the society will not end 
here. It embraces the destitute in the 
wilderness as well as in the city; in the 
various and distant parts of our land, and 
in other lands so far as the funds of the 
society will admit. 

‘Since the last meeting of the society 
there have been distributed 2341 Bibles. 
Of these 200 have been sent to the Onei- 
da Bible Seciety for distribution; 200 to 
the Ohio Bible Society; 200 to the Bible 
Society in Orange County, state of New- 
York; 200 to the Vermont Bible Society; 
300 to Rhode Island Missionary Society: 
50 to the Genesee Missionary Society; 
and 387 to agents in this state. 

“The whole number distributed since 
the formation of the society is 7644.” 

This is a larger number, if we mistake 
not, than any Bible Society in this coun- 
try has distributed. 

The Committee proceed to state, that 
though great relief has been afforded to 
individuals, yet but little has been done 
toward supplying the wauts of the numer- 
ous poor in the new settlements. 

The Committee with commendable 
sympathy and liberality voted 500 dollars 
toward repairing the loss at Serampore, 
which was remiited accordingly. 

‘Lhe Report closes with the following 


paragraphs: 


“While your committee desire to be 
grateful to God that the society have 
been able to do so much to promote his 
cause, it would rejoice their hearts could 
they have the means of doing much move. 
They have done as much as your funds 
have enabled them to do. ‘They trust 
that Christian benevolence wili enabie 
the society to extend their views sul fur- 
ther. Whoso hath this world’s good, and 
seeth his brother have need, and shutteth 
up his bowels of compassion from him, 
how dwelleth the love of Gad in him? 


Marcu, 


How much more forcibly must this apply 
when a brother needs the word of eternal 
lite, the guide to heavenly glory? If those 
who give to supply the bodily waats of 
their fellow men have the promise that it 
shail be given to them again, how much 
more may they expect who give to suppl 
their souls with that spiritual food whic 
is necessary to their eternal welfare? 

Do Christians desire and pray for 
the extension of the Gospel and the glory 
of the Church’ This is one of the means 
which God will use to hasten on this glo- 
ry. And from the liberality of the Chris- 
tian world to aid in this and similar ways, 
have we not reason to believe the glory of 
the chureh is at hand? Surely the day 
dawns and the dark shadows of the night 
are rapidly fleeing away.” 


The receipts during the year previous 
were, donations and subserip- 





tions, $1,728 60 
futerest of money 112 20 
$1,840 80 
The payments were, for Bi- © 
bles, &e. 1,437 68 
Loss by a counterfeit bill, 5 00 
Toward repairing the Se- 
rampore loss, 500 00 
Si,942 68 


The balanee on hand was $2,269 66; 
of which $1,890 constituted the perma- 
nent fund, Sixty three persons, and as- 
sociations, had become members for life, 
by paying $40, or more, at one time. 

The foilowing geutlemen are the pres- 
ent officers of the Society: 


His Excellency John Cotton Smith, 
President. 
The Hon. Jedidiah Huntington, of New 
London. 
The Rev. Samuel Nott, of Franklin, 
The Rev. Lyman Beecher, of Litchfield, 
The Rey.Samnel Merwin, of New-Haven, 
Vice Presidents. 
Henry Hudson, of Hartford, Secretary.: 
Joseph Rogers, of Hartford, 7'easurer. 
His Hon. Chauncey Goodrich, of Hart- 
ford, 
Samuel Pitkin, Esq. of East-Hartford, 
The Rev. Amos Bassett, of Hebron, 
Hun, Theodore Dwighi, of Harttord, 
The Rev. Henry A. Rowland, of Wind- 
sor, 
The Rev. Calvin Chapin, of Wethersfield, 
The Rev. Andrew Yates, of East-Hart- 
ford, 
Ichabod L. Skinner, Esq. of Hartford, 
The Rev. Samuel Goodrich, of Beriin, 
Directing Committee- 
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Rev. Andrew Yates, Clerk of the Di- 
recting Committee. 

Rev. Abel Flint, Agent for purchasing 
and distributing Bibles. 

Ichabod L. Skinner, Esq. 

The Rev. Calvin Chapin, and 

Hon. Theodore Dwight, 

Committee of Accounts. 

Agents have been appointed in most of 
the towns in the State of Connecticut for 
soliciting and receiving subscriptions and 
donations. 

The Rev. Messrs. Calvin Chapin, An- 
drew Yates, Samuel Goodrich, and Icha- 
bod L. Skinner, Esq. are a Committee to 
correspond with those Agents, with pow- 
ers to appoint Agents for the above pur- 
poses, as from time to time they may find 
necessary. 

Payments of monies, are to be made to 
Mr. Joseph Rogers, the Treasurer. 
Applications for Bibles, are to be made to 
the Rey. Abel Flint. 


PHILADELPHIA BIBLE SOCIETY. 


THe Managers of this Society state, in 
their fifth annual report, that the whole 
number of Bibles and Testaments distrib- 
uted by this Society, since its institution, 
is 7,245. 

During the year preceding, the mana- 
gers had committed to various sacieties 
and individuals for distribution 359 copies 
of the Bible in English; 150 in Gaelic; 
20 in German; 27 in French; 172 Eng- 
lish Testaments; 1 Spanish Bible; 1 
Spanish ‘Testament; and 100 Bibles and 
Testaments, (HKnglish, German, and 
French;) besides having distributed a 
number of copies of the Scriptures indi- 
vidually. 

In reviewing the congregational collec- 
tions, the managers cannot conceal their 
regret, that so few churches have mani- 
fested their zeal and liberality in contrib- 
uting to the benevolent work of circulat- 
ing the words of eternal life among the 

r and ignorant. They indulge the 
pe, that many more will feel it incum- 
bent on them to assist in making the Gos- 
pel known among all nations. We ex- 
tract the account of two donations in the 
words of the managers; the former of 
which relates a very interesting anecdote: 

“It will be interesting to the society to 


’ receive an account of two other contribu- 


tions to their funds: The one amounts 
to no more than one dollar and eighty-four 
cents; but, like the widow’s two mites, 
honored by our Savior’s particular notice, 
it merits special commendation. It is the 
gift of a little girl; and was accompanied 


by the following letter from a respectable 
merchant of this city. 


‘The donor of this small sum is a dear 
little female, about six years old. She 
reads the Scriptures daily, and never 
omits morning and evening prayers. 
Some time last fall she read, or heard 
read, an address of the Society on the 
importance of distributing the bible. Her 
little heart seemed immediately impress- 
ed with the duty of saving her cents to 
huy Bibles for the Indians. Ever since 
that period she has not spent one farthing 
her parents gave her as her accustomed 
weekly allowance. Her residence is in 
the country. During the last week she 
paid my family a visit, and brought the 
box with her treasure in her hands. My 
children took her several times to town; 
and, in order to try her, showed her every 
thing the shops or fruit-stalls afforded, and 
asked her repeatedly whether she would 
not lay out her money for some of the ar- 
ticles which she saw. Her answer was 
uniformly, that she would like to have 
many things she saw; but she would not 
spend the money that was to buy Bibles 
for the Indians. I requested her to take 
the money home: she seemed affected, 
and thought I did not like the trouble of 
disposing of it.” How easily can God 
touch the heart, and multiply streams 
of liberality to replenish our funds! 
When he gives the word, even chil- 
dren shall hasten with their little offerings 
to his altar; and, by their zeal, chide the 
sluggishness of age in the discharge of an 
important duty. 

“The other donation comes from the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. It 
will be recollected that they voted the 
sum of two hundred pounds sterling, as 
soon as they heard of the establishment 
of this society; and, since that period, they 
have made handsome donations to a num- 
ber of the Bible societies existing in the 
United States. The present donation 
amounts to one hundred pounds sterling. 
It was granted in consideration of the 
heavy expense incurred by this society in 
procuring a set of stereotype plates for 
printing the Bible. Your managers, duly 
appreciating their obligations to this noble 
and generous society, immediately on re- 
ceiving the information of this new in- 
stance of liberality, passed a resolution 
that their thanks should be presented for 
it; and directed their corresponding sec- 
retary to transmit to the British and For- 
eign Bible Society a copy of this resolu- 
tion.” 

How does the self-denial of the little 
girl mentioned in the preceding extract, 
reprove the sluggishuess of multitudes of 
professed Christians! 

The managers congratulate the Socie- 
Wy, and we congratulate the country, on 
the safe arrival of the stereotype plates 
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of the Bible. The Society are certainly 
to be commended for their early efforts 
to procure these . Before this re- 
pest was drawn, an order had been issued 
rinting 3750 copies of the Bible. 
e whole expense of the plates, in- 
eluding the expense of insurance and 
conveyance, amounts to $3,594 67, gov- 
ernment having very properly remitted 
the duties on the importation. 

The manages will supply Bibles to any 
amount to other Societies and to individu- 
als; and their copies of the Seriptures are 
superior to those which are generally in 
market. 

The managers have addressed a circular 
letter to influential persons, in different 
parts of the state, urging them to consti- 
tute auxiliary Bible Societies. Particular 
measures have been devised for infusing 
morelife into this Society, and exciting 
a greater interest in its annual trsnsac- 
tions. 

The managers pay the following de- 
served tribute to the memory of the late 
Dr. Rush: 

**W hile the Managers of this Society of- 
fer their gratitude to Almighty God, for 
preserving their body, during past years, 
from vacancies produced by death, they 
are, on this occasion, called to the’ mourn- 
ful duty of paying a tribute of respect due 
to their late venerable associate, Dr. 
Benjamin Rush of this eity. It was with 
deep regret they heard of his decease. 
He was not merely an honor to his pro- 
fession and to his country as a physician, 
but an ornament to religion as a zealous 
friend of the Bible. Among the first to 
give existence and energy to this Society, 
he drafted its constitution; and ever since 
its establishment he was one of its Vice- 
Presidents.” 

The report concludes with the following 
animating paragraphs: 

“In apteying the labors of the year past 
with a view to prepare this report, your 
Managers were ledto contemplate some 
interesting events to which this Society 
owes its existence. 

‘*The establishment of Missionary and 
Bible Societies forms a new era in the 
Christian Church; to which unborn gen- 
erations will look back with gratitude and 
praise to the God of all grace. These So- 
eieties, nearly cotemporary in their ori- 
gin, pursue, with growingardor the same 
glorious and benevolent object, the uni- 
versal diffusion of the knowledge of the 
Son of God among our fallen and benight- 
ed race. To Missionary Societies, how- 
ever, is due the praise of having taken 
the lead in this ennobling work of Chris- 
tian eharity; and probably to the excite- 
rent of public zeal for the cause of our 


great Redeemer produeed by their labors, 
may be traced the origin of Bible Sovie” 


ules. i 

‘*How sublime the tion annotinc- 
edat the formation of the London Mission - 
ary Society, that their was mone 
less than to effect a general movement 


the Chureh on earth! Improbable as ap- 
peared the a of this exalted 
purpose, at that time when religion was 
throughout Christendom in a state so lan- 
guid, and the efforts of infidelity so active 
and prevalent, we have lived to see it re- 
alized. A general movement of the 
Church of Christ on earth, has succeed- 
ed the establishment of that Society. 

“The man who first conceived the idea 
of forming a society for distributing 
gratuitously the Holy Scriptures, without 
note or comment, among the poor; by 
which the active exertions of Christians 
of all denominations have been harmoni- 
ovsly combined in diffusing abroad the 
pure light of heavenly truth; should be 
deemed a benefactor of mankind. The 
vast importance of this principle has been 
most interestingly dispiayed; first in the 
establishment and exertions of the Baitish 
and Foreign Bible Society, and subse- 
quently in the formation and labors of nu- 
merous similar societies in Europe, Asia, 
and America; by whose agency the word 
of God has been put into the hands of 
several hundred thousands of our ra 
who might otherwise have lived and died 
without possessing this invaluable and 
necessary treasure. 

‘*Nine years have this day elapsed since 
the British and Foreign Bible Society 
was formed; and, during that period, they 
have labored in the great cause of Chris- 
tianity, with a zeal and liberality which 
will throw apon the present and the last 
century a lustre that will distinguish them 
in Christian history. The efforts of this 
Society are marvellous, and demand from 
every follower of Vhrist gratitude and 
praise ‘to him who “worketh,” in his peo- 
ple “both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure.”” May the blessed Spirit 
preserve that Society, and, from time 
time, renew and increase its zeal and lib- 
erality! 

“In imitation of the laudable example 
set by this parent Society, numerous 
auxiliary societies have been formed in 
Great Britain: and in this country Chris- 





tians have shown a disposition to emulate * 


the conduct of their transatlantic breth- 


ren. 

**To the Bible Society of Philadelphia 
belongs the honor of having in our coun- 
try taken the lead in this noble work of 
love; and it enjoys the happiness of hav- 
ing been instrumental in giving birth to 


Mancs,. 
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many others established on the same prin- 
cip'e in different States of the American 
confederation. 
“‘What an interesting spectacle does the 
Christian Church exhibit in this day of 
confusion and convulsions! What 2 sub- 
lime attitude has she assumed! While 
the governments of this world are con- 
tending for the mastery, and are, in their 
; mighty conflicts, desolating the earth; 
4 while thrones are tottering, kingdoms fall- 
3 ing, and humanity bleeding at every pore; 
: she lifts up her head amid the noise and 
the tumult; and, contemplating, with the 
compassion of ber divine Lord, the mis- 
eries of mankind, she is meditating 
schemes for their deliverance. hale 
by faith in the promises of her God, and 
looking forward, with holy exultation, to 
her latter day glory, she has commenced 
the noble enterprise, which will, we trust, 
issue speedily in. that grand and long wish- 
ed for revolution, by which nations shall 
be subdued to the Prince of Peace, and 
the oracle fulfilled, which announces the 
glorious period in these reviving words, 
“The kingdoms of this world are become 
the kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Christ; and he shall reign forever and 
ever.” 


“ we 4 en) PEA 
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The receipts of the Society, during the 
year preceding, were as follows: 

: Advanced by other Bible Soci- 

* eties to be repaid in stereo- 
| type Bibles - - $1,254 44 
Annual payments of members 652 OO 

Other subseriptions and dona- 
tions - - - - 512 71 
Interest of U.S. stock - 128 46 


$2,347 62 





The payments were as follows: 
Towards the stereotype plates 
and freight, transportation, 


and insurance of them - $1,032 70 
Towards paper and printing 

from these plates - - 450 00 
For Bibles purchased before 

the arrival of these plates $90 00 


Commission of 5 per cent. for 
collecting annual subserip- 


tions - - - - 49 50 
Printing reports and transpor- 
tation of Bibles . - 94 74 





$2,016 94 





Balance on hand, beside about $2,000 


ia a in U. Stock, $566 29. 
n- We hope the Bible Societies in this 
of & sountry will keep these stereotype plates 
v- employed, without intermission, tll they 
te f are worn out, and will then procure new 
. ones, 
Vor. X. 





The officers appointed at the annual 

meeting are as follows: 
Rt. Rev. Willian White, D.D. Pres. 
Rev. F. H. C. Helmuth, D. D. 
Rev. Joseph Pilmore, D. D. 
Rev. William Stauzhton, D. D. 
Rey. Jacob J. Janeway, 
Rev. James Gray, D. D. Corres. Ses. 
B.B Hopkins, Recording Secretury. 
Robert Ralston, Esy. T'reasurer. 

Rey. Philip F. Mayer. 

Rev. Samuel Helffenstein. 

Rev. George C. Potts. 

Rev. Thomas Sargeant. 

Rev Jackson Kemper. 

Rev. James C. Brownlee. 

Rev. James K. Burch. 

Rev. John Joyce. 

Edward Pennington, Esq. 

Godtrey Haga, Esq. 

Thomas Haskins, Esq. 

George Krebs, Esq. 

Laurence Seckel, Esq. . 

James Moore, Esq. 

Peter Vanpelt, Esq. 

William Haslett, Esq. Junagers. 


V.P res 


NEW HAMPSHIRE BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Tue Board of Directors of this Society? 
in their second annual report, Sept. 1813? 
state, that they had purchased nine hun- 
dred Bibles, nearly all ot which had been 
distributed; that the Society had been in- 
corporated by the Legislature, with am- 
ple provision for holding personal estate; 
that the Directors see more and more rea- 
son to prosecute their design with renew- 
ed ardor; that the demand for Bibles ia 
that state is greater than was expected; 
that the Bible is received with gratiiude; 
that it is much wanted in the District of 
Maine, and that the Directors have heard 
of the formation of seven Bible Societies, 
during the past vear, in the United States 

The Directors extend their views, with 
a truly enlarged and liberal zeal to the 
destitute in Asia, in every part of our own 
eonunent, and in every part of the world. 
They argue with conclusive effect, that 
exertions to send the Bible abroad will in- 
crease the exerUons to distrib te it aq 
home. We present our readers with the 
close of the report, in the tollowing para- 
gra)hs: 

“Tt would seem that little if any doubt 
ean remain, as to the application of the 
following prophetic passage: ‘And I saw 
another angel fly in the midst of heaven, 
having the everlasting Gospel to preach 
unto them that dwell on the earth, and 
to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, 
and people, saving with a loud voice, 
Fear God, and give glory to hin; for the 
hour of his judgment is come: and wor- 
ship him that made heaven, and earth, 
and sea, and the fountains of waters 
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And there followed another angel, saying, 
Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, 
because she made all nations drink of the 
wine of the wrath of her fornication.* 
Does not the present period furnish an ac- 
complishment of these predietions’ Do 
we not manifestly behold this flying angel 
with the everlasting Gospel, in the Mis- 
sionary exertions of the present day? 
What movements have there been in the 
Church, the symbolical heaven; and how 
many, with zeal and great speed, have 
gone forth as Gospel heralds! How great- 
ly @o these exertions increase! How many 
zealous Missionaries are still going to 
preach the Gospel to every nation, and 
kindred, and tongue, and people!—Has 
not the hour of God’s judgment come? 
When was there a more signal period, 
than the la t twenty years, of war and 
carnage, of calamity and distress to na- 
tions’ Is not Babylon falling? Is not the 
papal power almost annihilated? 

“There is another predietion equally in- 
teresting: ‘And it shall come to pass in 
the last days, that the mountain of the 
Lord’s house shall be established in the 
top of the mountains, and shall be exalt- 
ed above the hills; and all nations shall 
fiow unto it. For out of Zion shall go 
forth the law, and the word of the Lord 
trom Jerusalem.”t—The same is prediet- 
ed by ano.her prophet.+ In the last days, 
when all nations come to the knowledge 
and worship of the true God; out of Zion 
shall go forth the law; and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem: in this way, is that 
glorious event totake place. But by Zion 
and Jerusalem, we are undoubtedly to 
understand the Chureh and people of 
God. By these the sacred Scriptures are 
to be extensively distributed, in order to 
the conversion of the whole world. Do 
we not enjoy the unspeakable privilege ot 
witnessing, at least in a pleasing degree, 
the accomplishment of this prediction? 
When was the like ever before attempted? 

‘These are the two grand means by 
which the nations are to be brought to 
the obedience of faith, and the kingdoms 
of this world become the kingdoms of eur 

ord, and his Christ. They are means 
of like importance, an@ should be pursu- 
ed in connexion. Neither Bibles alone, 
nor preachers alcne, will produce the de- 
sired effeet. These means have mutual 
influence. One helps the other. Let 
them be vigorously prosecuted, and all na- 
tions will soon flow unto the house of the 
Lord. Swords will be beat into plough- 
shares, and spears into prunirg hooks, 
and the nations shalllearn war no more. 


* Rev. xiv, 6—8. T Isaiah i, 2, 3. 
+ Wicah iz, 2. 


Marca, 


“Dear Brethren, our work is before us. 
It is a glorious, a most blessed work. It 
will sueceed; it will prosper. In the 
Lord’s time, the world will be converted. 
This timeis near. THE COMING OF THE 
Lord DRAWETH NIGH. Be ve strong, 
therefore, and let not your hands be weak; 
for your work shall be rewarded.” 


At the annual meeting of the New 
Hampshire Bible Society, at Plymouth, 
September 22, 1813, the following officers 
were clected for the ensuing year, viz. 


Hon. John Langdon, Portsmouth, Pree. 
Rey, Seth Payson, D. D. Rindge, 
Ebenezer Adams, Esq. Hanover, dre. 
Rev. Nathan Parker, Portsmouth, 

Rev. John H. Church, Pelham, Sec. 
Jonathan Wilkins, Esq. Coneord, Treas. 
Daniel Emerson, Esq. Holles, — >) 

Rev. John Smith, Salem, J \ Dir . 
Major John Mills, Dunbarton, ihe 
Rev. Reed Paige, Haneock, ) \. 
Rev. Abraham Burnham, Pembroke, ? = 
Dea. Abiel Rolfe, Concord, ts 


‘oted, That the thanks of the Society 
be presented to the Priuters who have 
given notice of this annual meeting in their 
papers. 

Voted, That the Secretary give the 
thanks of the Society to Mr. Jacob Per- 
kins of Newburyport, for his generosity 
in presenting a seal for stamping Bibles 
with the name of the Society. 

The next annual meeting of the Socie- 
ty is to be holden at Hanover, on the 
Wednesday following the third Tuesday 
in September, 1514. r 

Joun H. Cuuren, Secretary. 


_Recerpis duving the preceding year; 
viz. 
Annual payments of members, $448 08 





Donations trom individuals, 212 40 

Contributions from towns, 116 51 
from Cent Socie- 

ties, 71 89 

For Bibles and Reports sold, 62 95 

Interest of money, 3 80 

BS 55 


Expenditures. 


For Bibles, S688 00 
Printing reports, Ke. 57 00 
$745 06 


salance in the Treasury, $378 86 

We are informed, that the contributions 
to the Society have considerably inereas- 
ed since the annual meeting, and that the 
Directors have very generously remiited 
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$500 to the Bible Society in Philadelphia, 
to aid in printing a French New Testa- 
ment for distribution in Louisiana. 

The Directors had also resolved, pre- 
vious to the last annual meeting, to ad- 
vance $500 to assist the distribution of 
the Scriptures in Asia, as soon as the 
funds of the Society shall admit of such an 
appropriation. 


BOSTON ASYLUM FOR BOYS. 


AN institution for the relief, and protection 
of indigent boys has lately been formed 
in Boston, and incorporated with the de- 
signation placed at the head of this article. 
The design of the founders is highly be- 
nevolent; and such an _ institution has 
long been wanted in the capital of Massa- 
ehusetts. A large number of gentlemen, 
in the course of a few weeks, added their 
nares to the list ef annual subscribers; and 
the public are much indebted to the ae- 
tive exertions of those persons, who took 
the lead in procuring subscribers. 

The following gentlemen have been 
chosen officers: 


Benjamin GREENE, Esq. Pres. 
JonaTHan Amory, jun. Esq. V. Pres, 
Caartes P. Paecpes, Esq. T'reas. 
Cuartes W. Greene, Esq. Sec. 

The Rev. Caantes Lowe t, 

Mr. Evwarp TUCKERMAN, jun 

Mr. Evwarp Crurt, 

Mr. Wiiu1amM Brown, jun. 

Mr. Isaac WiNsLow, 

Mr. Gipgon Syow, 

Mr. Joserpa AvsTIN, 

Mr. NaTHan WeEBs, and 

Mr. Samurt H. Wattey, Managers. 


DONATIONS TO SUPPORT MIS- 
SIONS AND TRANSLATIONS. 


March 1, 1814. From E. and 

B. of Pulteney, (N. Y.) 36 40 
2. From the Foreign Mis- 

sion Society in the Eastern Dis- 

trict of New Haven County, 

by the Rev. Matthew Noyes, 

Treasurer, 50 00 
From the Foreign Mission 

Society of New Haven and the 

Vicinity, by Mr. Timothy 

Dwight, jun. the Treasurer, 

viz. 
for missions $165 75 
for the translations, 19 00-——184 75 
From the Female Auxiliary 

Foreign Mission Society of 


Carried forward $241 15 


Brought forward $241 15 
Stratford, (Con.) by the same 
hands, 45 06 
From the Rev. Mark Mead, 
of Middlebury, (Con.) by the ' 
same hands, 3 00 
4. From the following indi- 
viduals and societies by Mr. 
Henry Hudson, viz. 
From the Female Foreign 
Mission Society in Franklin, 
(Con.) 427 06 
From the Female For- 
eign Mission Society of 
South Preston, (Con.) 21 08 
From a friend to for- 
eign missions by the Rev. 


Mr. Bartlett, 9 06 
From a friend of mis- 
sions, 5 00 


From the Durham 

Cent Society, Greene 

county, (N. Y.) for the 

translations, 41 58 
From a friend of mis- 

sions in Greene county, 

(N. Y.) for the transla- 

tions, 10 06 
From a poor widow in 

Greene county, (N. Y.) 

for missions, 3 00 
From Dea Benj. 

Chapman, Durham, 

(N. Y.) 3 00 
From a friend to for- 

eign missions. towards a 

permanent fund, 100 00 
From a friend to for- 

eign missions, of Hamp- 

den county, (Mass.) 


for do. 2 00 
From H. H. to make 
even money, ,50—222 @0 


9. From: the Hon. Matthew 
Cobb, Esq. of Portland, by Mr. 


Levi Cutter, 50 006 
From a lady in Gorham, by 
the Rev. Mr. Hilliard, 3 00 


12. From a few individuals in 
Arkporf, (N. Y.) toward the 
translations, remitted by Mr. C. 
Hurlburt, 15 20 

15. From a friend of missions, 
in a letter to the Treasurer by 
mail,* 20 00 





Carried forward $599 35 


* The following sentences are extract- 

ed from this letter. 
“Sir, 

It has long since been my wish to do 
something for the cause of missions. I'he 
peviod has at length arrived, when it 7s 
in mu power, J enclose twenty dollars, 


ial a 


$40 


Brought forward $599 35 

19. From Mr. Travis Tucker, 
of Norfolk, (Vir.) by William 
Maxwell, Esq. (of which $20 are 
to be applied to the translations, ) 

From the Treasurer of the 
Board, towards a permanent 
fund, 

24. From the Essay to do 
Good Society, in Kingston, 
(Mass.) by Maj. George Rus- 
sell, (half to missions and half to 
translations, ) 

From a person, who had found 
a five dollar bill, but could not 
find the owner, 

From the Rev. Mr. Rand, of 


$0 00 


100 00 


Gorham, by Mr. Henry Homes, 5 00 
From ladies in Portsmouth, 
CN. H.) by Mrs. A. Tappan, 58 00 


—---— 


$803 72 


FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY OF GLASTEN- 
BURY, (CON.) 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 
Sir, 
IN complianee with your request, I trans- 
ruit you the names of the officers of the 
Foreign Mission Society in Giastenbury, 
(Con.) The Society has been instituted 
but little more than a vear, and consists st 
present of but afew individuals. A small 
sum only was re ceived the first year: but 
expectations are entertained that a consid- 
erable number of members will be added 
to the Society the present year, and of 
course something more be contributed to 
the funds of the Board, im aid of the 
sreat objeet of its institution. 
Rev. Wittiam Lock woor, 
Rev. Prince Hawes, Vice Pres 
Myr. Josepn Wricut, Sec. 
Mr. Ourver Haut, T'reas 


= 
res. 


LATE MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Piaxctract of a Leiter from Josiah Roberts, 

' Esq. dated London, 21st December, 
SiS, to Rosert Raisian, Eisq. of Piul- 
adelphia. 


“From the present aspect of affairs in 
Fiurope sanguine hopes are formed, that 
the period is approaching, when peace on 
an enlarged seale, will once more be given 
to a bleeding world. Let us not ecase to 


hich you will please to appropriate to 
Moreign VEssious. I corld wish it were 
ave; Out it is as God hath riven me 
bifitn. Ff am young; yet I have seen 
rrourh taccnrince me, that Godis about 
ta do great things for his Churca.” 


Revival of Religion in Springfield, (NV. J.) 





Makcu, 


look up to Him whose prerogative it is to 
prepare the minds of men for this desira- 
ble blessing, and then to vouchsafe it to 
them:—some consvlation while we are in 
the midst of these distressing scenes, is 
drawn from the increasing activity with 
which the Holy Seriptures are cireulated 
in the Armies and Navies; and also 
amongst prisoners of war, as well at 
home, as abroad; instances of the good 
effects of which are by no means rare, 
and in some eases very remarkable. 
Surely no step is so well caleulated to 
preserve our respective nations from the 
hateful consequences, in a moral and re- 
ligious view, which flow from a state of 
warfare. 

“Recent accounts from Bengal are 
very cheering. <A divine blessing on mis- 
sionary efforts is more and more apparent; 
and in seme instances Hindoos of high 
cast have been brought to the acknowl- 
edgment and obedience of the truth, sim- 
ply by the perusal of the word of God, 
without ever having communication with 
the missionaries personally. ‘Thus is the 
meorruptible seed springing up, and God 
is giving testimony to his word. From 
the Cape of Good Hope, also, pleasing ac- 
counts are received, and also of late from 
Otaheite, the first scene of missionary la- 
bors by the London Society; and where, 
till he present time, there has been little 
encouragement; but the laborers in that 
quarter now express a hope that the King 
Pomarre has felt the power of divine 
grace, and is become a Christian in reality, 
alter having long manifested a friendship 
and regard forthem. May their hope not 
be disappointed.” 


BREVIVAL OF RELIGION, IN SPRINGFIELD, 
(N. J.) | 


Copy of a letter from the Rev. G. Wil- 
liums, Pastor of the Presbyterian Con- 
gregation in Springfield, ( N. J.) te 
his frvend in Philadelphia. 


“Springfield, Feb. 26, 1814. 
My dear friend, 
I k\ow your heart will rejoice to hear of 
the prosperity of Zion. God has appear- 
ed in glory amongst us. He has passed over 
this whole congregetion, as with a mighty 
rushing wind. Thisis the seventh revival, 
whieh has tuken place where IT have lived; 
thotigh two of them were previous to my 
ministry; but this exceeds what L ever be- 
fore witnessed. Though there were some 
hopeful prospects last spring, and again in 
January after a season of stupidity, the 
great work did not appear until the second 
day ofthis month. Tt exeeeds our former, 
revivds m its rapidity, in spreading 


through all parts of the congregation in a 
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few days; in its power, producing the sever- 
est anguish of soul, earrying some nearly to 
despair, andin some instances issuing in 
conversion in a few days; and in its being 
30 general among the youth, and almost 
entirely confined to that class. The first 
evening which I appoimted to converse 
with persons under religious impressions, 
23 attended; («ll youths buttwo.) Atthe 
next appomtnent, 50 were present, and 


only two of them were over 25 years of 


age. Last week, on Monday evening, 
one of my elders who attended with me, 
and took account, said there were 70, ex- 
clusive of 7 who had professed religion. 
A:d last Monday evening he said there 
were 100, beside 20 others not reckoned 
under deep .npressions. ‘These were on- 
ly what couid assemble in the midst of the 
town in the evening. The night was very 
dark, and the travelling quite muddy; so 
that many coald not attend; and espeeial- 
ly from the extreme parts of the parish. 
In the afternoon of Tuesday last, I ap- 
pointed to commune with persons under 
religious impressions, in the most distant 
corner of the parish; and 32 attended, 
nearly all youths; and but one had ob- 
tained a hope. 

“In this general shock, it is difficult to as- 
certain the number of persons under 
awakenings: Some say there are not less 
than 200; but I should say about 150. The 
work is rapidly progressing and new cases 
occur every day. Within a few days past 
it has begun to pass from the children to 
the parents, and, I hope, many who have 


sinned away the days of youth will yet 


find merey. I have just been informed, 
that one of my neighbors of sbout 70, and 
another of 50 years of age, have lately ex- 
penenced the love of God shed abroad in 
their hearts, and are now rejoicing 
in the hope of glory. One of our elders 
has 7 children under 25 years of age, who 
are subjects of this work, and six oi them, 
together with a dasghter-in law, have ob- 
tained a hope of pardoning merey. I have 
conversed with 45, who have obtained a 
hope thai their sins are pardoned throvgh 
the biood of Jesus. Such a time was nev- 
er before kuown in Springfield. We had 
a revival in 1803, and only 60 were added 
to the Church in ove year. In 1808 we 
experienced another time of refreshing, 
and ouly 54 were received into the Church 
in the same period. But though we can- 
not tell what will be the issue of this work, 
the number will probably be greater. My 
labors at present are unusually ardoous. 
I feel as though the apostolic direction, 
Preach the word; be instant in season 
and out of season, is now to me particular- 
ly applicable. During 24 days past, I 
have been attending the devotions of re- 
ligious asseinblies every evening except 
two; and though the season has been mud- 
dy, and the nights dark, these assemblies 
have been full. I bless the Lord that my 
health has not yet failed, though it has 
been shaken; and Lam not without fears. 
Yet, in the present state of things I dare 
not relax for one day.” 


OBITUARY. 


Drep, at Stockbridge, on the 26th of April 
18:5, Dr. Horatio Jones, A. M. an emi- 
nent physician in that town, aged 45. 

Athis interment, asermon was preach- 

ed, by the Rev. Dr. Hyde of Lee, from 
Job xix, 21. Have pity upon me, have 
pity upon me, O ve my friends, jor the 
hand of God hath touched me. 
_ The following extract frum the Sermon 
is ho more than a proper tribute to the 
memory of the deceased, and will evinec 
the high estimation, in which he stood 
among his acquaintance. 

“On the present solemn occasion, we 
see a number of this people, and many of 
them the professed friends of the Divine 
Redeemer. in deep affliction. The hand 
of God hath touched them, in a tender 
place. Sore is their bereavement; for they 
have been called to part with a much valu- 
ed friend. 

“IF ever there were mourners. who 


. o ‘ . 
might with propricty and x ith a ‘ep 


sense of their loss, cal! for the pity and 
sympathy of their friends, it may surely 
be dove, by the near relatives and connex- 
ions of Dr. Jones, whose death we now 
lament. He was apparently every thing 
to them, in their respective relations, that 
ean be comprised in the endearing names 
ot husband, father, brother and friend. 
‘Yender in his teelings, obliging in his dis- 
position, familiar in his deportment, and 
easy of access, i was always pleasant for 
them to meethim. He wasa man of rare 
endowments and attainments. With him 
have departed much exeelleney aud 
worth. And what adds peculiar poignan- 
ey to the grief of his fijends is, that he is 
cut down, by the ruthless hand of death, 
in the midst of life, activity and usefulness. 
Inceseribably great is the breach, which is 
neue upon them. The world has nothing 
in it to repair their less. Under this 
mighty hand of God, they may suitably 


adopt the words of afilicted Job, Have pity 
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upon us, have pity upon us, O ye our 
Viends, for the ad PY God hath tonch- 
ed us. 

“If ever there were mourners, who 
might reasonably expect to have the pity, 
and share in the sympathy of friends, the 
mourners, on this occasion, May reasona- 
bly expect it. The death of Dr. Jones is 
no common event. His removal from 
this world, in the midst of his usefulness, 
is an unspeakable loss to the community. 
Rarely has this town, or even this county 
experienced a greater shock, in the death 
of a eitizen. ‘The mourners are not con- 
fined to his particular relatives; they are 
as numerons as his acquaintance; and his 
acquaintance was extensive. 

“He was 2 man of science, a man of 
much general information, and of ac- 
knowledged medical skill. He acquired 
knowledge, on all subjects, with uncom- 
mon faeility; and by his diligence and per- 
severance, he had risen to eminence in his 
profession. Extensively acquainted with 
that wonderful machine, that curious 
specimen of God’s workmanship, the hu- 
man body, and profoundly versed in the 
healing art, he was adle in counsel; and 
his counsel was much sought, in difficult 
eases. 

“As a practitioner, he was highly ap- 
proved and esteemed, being ever prompt 
to obey the calls of his numerous patients, 
and making a sacrifice of his own ease, 
comfort, and interest, that he might if pos- 
sible, afford them relief. How many in 
this, and the adjacent towns, to whom he 
has administered, in their distresses, by 
night and by day, must be impelled to 
sympathize wiih his bereaved family, and 
lament and moarn, now he is dead! The 
speaker seasibly feels his obligation to tes- 
t:fy his grief, in this public marner, and 
to lament the death of this important 
triend, having so recently experienced his 
kind attention and friendly asc, m atime 
of sickness and distress in his own family. 
The physicians, in this part of the county, 
must feel and acknowledge the claims of 
his weeping friends on them, for their 
pity and sympathy. 

“In this strain of lamentation, I forbear 
longer to Speak, and desire to acknowl- 
edge, that it isthe hand of God, which 
hath touched as all. Dr. Jones was not 
too valuable and important to die. Though 
ealeulated to do much good, he was but 
an instrument in God’s hand. Like the 
rest of us, he was a worm of the dust, 
and was ready to acknowledge it. God 
vorde him what he was, and God’s holy 
eame be praised, that we gave had such a 
blessing in him. 

*Unspeakable and wonderful were the 
mercies of God manifested in his death. 
Fhe bit the world like a Christian, with 


calmness, with resignation to the divine 
will, and with enrapturing views of the 
mediation, all sufficiency and of Je- 
sus Christ, employing much of his time in 
fervent prayer, committing his dear fam- 
ily to the mercy and keeping of God, and 
calling upon his Christian friends to per- 
severe in the waysofthe Lord. He ap- 
peared to die in the triumphs of faith. Nor 
did these feelings and views commence with 
the elosing scene of his life. To some of 
his particular friends he made a free dis- 
closure of them, nearly three months pre. 
vious to his sickness. While his life was 
held in suspense, he was heard to say, 
that he desired to live only that he might 
glorify God, by openly professing faith in 

esus Christ, and walking in his com- 
mandments and ordinances. In his death 
my friends, you have seen, we trust, 
some of the happy fruits of the blessed 
work, which God has been carrying on 
among you by his Holy Spirit. 

“The mourners if they have been 
taught rightly to appreciate divine mer- 
cies, have much to comfort them, though 
called to commit to the silent mansions of 
the dead a friend so highly valued. It 
would have been their duty to have re- 
signed him into the hands of God, even if 
they had not been favored with such evi- 
dence of his unicn to Christ; but, when 
such evidence has been afforded, it would 
be grieving the Holy Spirit to say in their 
hearts, that it was not enowgh—that they 
must have had more—that their friend 
must have survived. This would be put- 
ting an higher estimate on natural than 
spiritual lite; and of course would be un- 
dervaluing the work of the Holy Spirit. 
God can take care of the sorrowful widow, 
and the daughter, bereaved of the best of 
fathers; for He still liveth and is rich and 
Loundless in merey. He can support the 
afflicted brethren and sisters, and other 
numerous relatives. To him let them 
look, and in him let them trust. May 
God, in his infinite merey, give themgthe 
pity, the counsel and the fervent prayers, 
of their Christian friends.” 

To the foregoing extract is subjoined 
a more particular account of the appear- 
anee and conversation of Dr. J. in the 
closing scene of life. 

Hie died, of the prevailing epidemie, and 
on the eighth dav of his tiness. It pleased 
God to continue to him, during his sick- 
ness, the full possession of his reason. His 
mind was calm and tranquil, and sweetly 
resigned to the will of heaven. Being 
asked, by his wife, in the early stage of the 
disorder, if he were desirous of recovering, 
he replied, “I think I should rejoice to re- 
cover, if it is God’s will; but, if not, I do 
not think I wish it. He certainly knows 
what is best.” He expressed, at times, 
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some doubts and fears, respecting the 
state of his soul, eppeering sensible fof the 
great danger he was in of being deceived, 
and the inconceivable misery into which 
such a deception would plunge him. He 
would often say, “It isa great thing to be 
prepared to die! I have had but little time 
totry myself! It is a great thing to die!” 

After enduring, for some hours, ex- 
treme bodily distress, he said to his wife, 
“The prospect of my recovery is small in- 
deed. Lam sure, if 1 do not soon get re- 
lief, 1 shall continue but a short time; but 
Tam not anxious. God hasa right to vis- 
pose of moe, and all others, as he sees fit, 
and I am willing to leave it with him.” 

To one of his sisters, who resided in 
his house, and who had been a professor 
of religion many years, he said, “You have 
acted the wisest part of any of our family, 
because you began to love and serve God, 
when young. ‘Though you have been un- 
fortunate, in Other respects, you have had 
a better portion given you. Keligion af- 
fords the greatest enjoyment we can have 
in this world.” 

To his only daughter and child who 
was about ten years old, he said, ‘Your 
Papa loves you, and hus always loved you 
most dearly. I tha.k you for all your 
Kindness and affection to me. Iam now 
going to leave you. You too must die. 
Remember what I have often taught you. 
Pray daily to God, and seek an interest 
in Christ, now while you are young. Be 
obedient and affectionate to your Mamma, 
and do what you can for her comfort.” 

After this he drew the face of his wife 
to him, and rclated many particulars re- 
specting his conversion, which he had not 
previously done; adding, “Though the 
time I have had to try myself has been 
short, I have a consoling hope of an inter- 
est in the Savior. We must part; but I 
trust our separation will be but short.” 
Me then addressed himself to all, who 
were present, and said, “I am soon to 
leave this world; but my niind is ealm and 
somposed to a degree, that astonishes my- 
self. I feel no anxiety about myself nor 
fear of death.” 

The day before he died, being the Sab- 
bath, he united with his wife, in publicly 
asking the prayers of God’s people for 
them. After having a note, for that pur- 
pose, written and read to him, he thought 
the name of Jesus was not mentioned, 
and desired it might be altered; but on 
hearing the note again, he found it was 
mentioned, and was satisfied. He was 
heard often to say, “Let Jesus and dying 
love be all my theme.” He observed, 
“If I only had strength to talk, and could 
see infidels and unbelievers, with whom I 
have been acquainted; it appears to me I 
Could convince them. © that my death 


might be the means of awakening my in- 
timate friends in this street.” 

As the sun went down on the Sa bath, 
he said, ‘“The last Sabbath’s sun is set to 
me.” A friend observed to him, “‘i trust 
you are about to enter on an eternal Sab- 
bath of rest in heaven.” He replied, “1 
hope, I trust, 1 believe, I shall soon enter 
upon it.” 

A female friend coming in, he took her 
by the hand, and said, “I am very glad to 
see you once more. I have long been sen- 
sible of the friendship, which subsist- 
ed between you and my wite, and I trusé 
it is of that nature, whicl will be lasting; 
and as I believe you have taken an inter- 
est with her, for my eternal welfare, I 
have desired to thank you for it. If{ ever 
experienced a chauge of heart it was last 
winter, and instantaneously.” Turning 
to those around him, he said, ““Don’t weep 
for me. Don’t regret that I must die 
now; but praise God, that he did not call 
me six months ago.” 

A little before death closed his eyes, he 
made a most fervent prayer, and com- 
mitted his departing soul to Jesus. He 
turred himself on his back, extended his 
arms each side of the bed, raised his 
eves toward heaven, and said, “Jesus, | 
expand my arms to receive thee. Happy! 
Happy beyond expression! Ye spirits, im 
yonder sky, receive my soul, and take it 
to Jesus!” 

Thus his spirit took its flight, and is now, 
we humbly hope, united With saints and 
angels, in asembing glory and honor azn«l 
power to Him, who sitteth on the throue,; 
and to the Lamb, forever. 


POETRY. 


For the Panoplist. 
PSALM CXXVi. 


Wauen the Lord brought us back from 
that barbarous land, 
And gave us our city again to our hand, 


Like those who awake from a dream wi 


the night, 
We scarcely believ’d the uncertain delight 


Our lips with sweet laughter delightfully, 


rung, 
And songs of strange repture flow’d wild 
from the tongue; 
The Heathen look’d on with a wondermg 
eve,—— 
‘The Lord hath done great things fer Is- 
rael,’ they ery. 


Yes! the Lord hath done great things for 
Israel, we know, 

And thereforethese songs ef ovr gratitude 
dow— 
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Ah! turn, Lord, the rest of our captives 
again! 

As the streams of the south swelling over 
the plain, 


The harvest is come, and no foe to annoy! 
We sow’d it in grief; but we reap it in joy: 
The sower with tears gave his seed to the 


land;—— 
See! smiling he comes with the sheaves in 
his hand. V. 


For the Panoplist. 
MALTA. 
{ Written by a young lady. ) 


The following thoughts on the island of 
Malta, were occasioued by reading the ex- 
vellent letter concerning Dr. Naudi, in- 
serted in the Panoplist of January 1814. 

Far eastward, where the with 

thund’ring tides 

Sicilian shores from Afric’s sand divides, 

Not far from Etna’s flame sublime and 
dread, 

A little island rears its rocky head. 

Its broken cliffs allure the tresh’ning gales, 

And flow’rs and truitage clothe its cheer- 
ful vales,* 

Mild breathes the air, as if to wake de- 
light, 

And orange groves to soft repose invite. 

Phenieian lords first gave the natives law, 

Till Greece with mightier sway awak’d 
their awe, 

Though searee the shallow soil and scant 
domain 

Could tempt the av’rice of the haughty 
train. 

Then Carthaginian darts in wrath were 
hurl’d 

Till Rome’s proud sceptre nodded o’er the 
world, 

And, rising from her throne, she bound 
with care 

This little gem to grace her flowing hair. 

But soon her iron arm was bent and broke, 

And this sad island bore a changeful yoke, 

Fierce on her temples falls the Gothic 
scourge, 

And Normaa lords their proud dominion 
urge, 

Till o'er her head a host are seen to 
wield 

The knightly sword, and shake the trophicd 
shield: 


sea 


* Malta has a most delightful climate. 
t This island was given to the knights 
of Multa in the year 1529, 


fore its walls; some say 30,000. 
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And later times with wond’ring eye be- 
hold* 

High-crested valor guard her tents of gold; 

While trumpets changing sound, and 
thund’ring shocks 

Of warlike engines, rend the vaulted rocks; 

While round the walls the Turkish erescent 


gleams, 

And flows the Turkish blood in countless 
streams; 

Till sunk with shame the faint besieging 
band 


Fly few and feeble to their native strand. 
Once o’cr the raging floods and billows 

hoar 

The tempest’s wing alonely vessel bore; 

The mountain waves, in awful fury rose, 

Aud op’ning gulphs the secret depths dis- 
close; 

The lghtning’s pointed spears around 
were driven, 

And thunders rent the darken’d vault of 
heaven; 

Loud shriek’d the wild winds in their 
trackless path, 

Aud lash’d the surge to most ungovern’d 
wrath, 

Till with resistless force the furious blast 

The sinking vessel on the quick-sands cast. 

Sad, weary, faint, the unprotected train 

Trust their last fortunes to the faithless 
main, 

Raise their weak hands above the billowy 
foam, 

And think, despairing, of their distant 
home. 

The natives, watching from their sea-girt 
soil, 

View’d the spent suff’rers at their feeble 
toil, 

Hekd the light torch above the surge’s roar, 

Lent the kind hand to aid them to the 
shore, 

Gave a glad shelter from the stormy wind, 

And with warm welcome cheer’d the sink- 
ing mind.t 


( To be continued. ) 


We very much regret, that we are 
rbliged to divide this poem. We supposed 
that the whole would come within our lim- 
its, till after the preceding matter was in 
tupe, and was so arranged, that no con- 
siderable alteration could be made with- 


out great difficulty. 


* The memorable sieze of Malta began 
in 1566; and 20,000 Turks were slain be- 
The 
knights were very splendid in their mili- 
tary equipments. 

¢ Acts xxvii. 





